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Today we will be considering what it looks like to follow the Lord and live an honorable life in a 

sometimes-hostile world, a world of injustice. The two areas Peter talks about in our section today 

will go against everything our culture values, so you may feel even a little pushback in your own 

spirit. It will press against our desire for power, independence, comfort and luxury. Because, Peter 

says that it’s often through submission and suffering that God uses to advance His kingdom, to 

bring God glory but who wants to be humbled or suffer?  

Submission, humbling yourself under someone else and suffering, discomfort or pain. 

More than just press against our culture it may press into a hurt that you have experienced 

in the past. Maybe your parents were abusive towards you with their words or a spouse has 

hurt you so deep, that just the thought of what they did causes you to tense up. Let me say 

right at the beginning this message in no way condones or encourages you to say in abusive 

relationships or situations, please ask for help. You need to have healthy boundaries and if 

you are struggling with where those are at I’d encourage you to talk to some mature 

believers or even get professional help.  

For most of us it’s not abuse but perhaps rejection, being made fun of, or blatantly 

ignored.  

Realistically what we all probably face more than anything else is something called 1st world 

suffering.  

• The remote’s battery is dead, and you have to get up to change the channel.  

• The drive through window at Starbucks is taking way too long. 

• You work hard for 2 long hours and your fit bit gives you only 9 minutes of 

exercise 

• The movie you are watching on Netflix keeps pausing to buffer.  

• The waiter didn’t notice when your drink was getting low and refill it, so 

you are so thirsty.  

• You specifically asked for no onions and yet, here they are, onions.  

How are you going to respond?  

I’m kidding a bit but in all things great and small we need to know how to follow the Lord in 

those situations to live an honorable life, especially because the world is watching.  

Now, before we jump in to our text today in 1 Peter, lets get a bit of the back ground of the 

world believers who first received the letter were living in.  
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1 Peter was written to believers in what is modern day turkey. The believers of Asia Minor 

were beginning to feel the persecution and rejection from 

the world around them.  

If they were Jewish they found their roots within the 

synagogue and the God of the Hebrew Bible. When Paul 

went on his missionary journey he often began in the 

synagogues.  As Christianity began to spread, persecution 

increased. Jews who had accepted Jesus as messiah would 

still belong to the Jewish community and even worship with them but under Roman law, 

Jews were a protected religion and Christianity was not.  Rome had a hard time 

distinguishing between Christian and Jew when they were active in the synagogues which 

made the Jews vulnerable. Eventually the Jews inside the synagogues expelled the 

Christians from worshipping with them to protect themselves. Think about it, it was often 

their own family or friends, mom or dad or brother or sister that rejected them for what 

they believed about Jesus. They could handle being snubbed in the marketplace but being 

rejected by your family hurts deep.  

Those people who accepted Jesus who weren’t Jewish were even more strange. Different 

from the Greeks and Romans, different values, different customs. What is natural for 

humans to do with people that seem strange or we don’t understand? We make fun of 

them, persecute them and the government was doing nothing to protect them, in fact they 

were adding to the persecution. So Peter’s letter would both be encouraging and 

challenging as he instructs them on how they should respond and live as they follow the 

example of Jesus. They were asking how do we live honorably in a world that is increasingly 

hostile to us.  

It would only get worse in the years to come. The hurt and pain that the early Christians 

felt in their heart would turn in to marks on their bodies a century later.  

A man named Diocletian became emperor of Rome and it was open season on Christians. 

Diocletian hated Christians and wanted them gone!  

Here is what Eusebius, a Christian historian, wrote about those times,  

"It was the nineteenth year of Diocletian's 

reign [AD 303] and the month Dystrus, 

called March by the Romans, and the 

festival of the Saviour's Passion was 

approaching, when an imperial decree was 

published everywhere, ordering the churches 

to be razed to the ground and the Scriptures destroyed by fire, and giving notice that 

those in places of honour would lose their places, and domestic staff, if they continued 
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to profess Christianity, would be deprived of their liberty. Such was the first edict 

against us. Soon afterwards other decrees arrived in rapid succession, ordering that the 

presidents of the churches in every place should all be first committed to prison and 

then coerced by every possible means into offering sacrifice." – sacrifice to other gods. 

“Every possible means” meant torture, starvation, beatings and even death. From 

this decree many priest and pastors were tortured and killed who confessed Jesus as 

Messiah. Rome was creating a generation of Christians who bore the marks of 

Christ on their body. The first church council of Nicaea would have been filled 

with mutilated pastors and leaders. Many were missing limbs, burn marks on their 

body and the message of 1 Peter would be just as relevant to them as it was in the 

first century. Whether you have endured suffering a lot or a little, in your heart or 

you can show marks on your body, the message of 1 Peter is speaking to you. This 

message turns the world upside down for those readers who struggled with how to 

follow Christ and live honorably in a world that was increasingly hostile.  

Maybe you find yourself asking that same question. How do I follow the Lord in 

my workplace when it’s all about greed and self-preservation, others knock me 

down in order to climb to the top? How do I live an honoring life to the Lord at 

school when many of my friends make fun of me for praying to a God that no one 

sees?  

This brings us to our section in the letter of 1 Peter today. Peter has spent the first 

part of the letter reminding the believers of their identity in Christ and their 

vocation as priests! Now he will shift his focus to urge the believers to conduct 

themselves in an honorable way, looking to Christ as their ultimate example.  

1 Peter 2: 11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles (your identity in Christ) to abstain 

from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct 

among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may 

see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.  

Peter says that as believers we are in a war but it’s not against the government or 

your boss, the war is within your heart and soul. There is a battle going on inside of 

each one of you. It’s a battle against the passions of the flesh, the desire to want 

revenge, to stick up for yourself, to protect yourself above all else. The battle is not 

against your spouse or boss, it’s a battle of your flesh and soul.  

So, Peter urges them, keep your conduct honorable that is what will bring God 

glory. But still we have the question of how do we live honorably in a hostile world? 

Peter sees that as believers our ultimate example is in Jesus Christ. Peter will go on 

to give us two ways in which your life will glorify God through our submission and 

suffering. It’s how we respond and conduct ourselves with authority and during 

difficult times often filled with pain.  
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First, let’s look at the area of submission.   

1 Peter 2: 13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be 

to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who 

do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing 

good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people 

who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of 

God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.  

Can you imagine how those words fell on believers’ ears during the time of 

Nero or Diocletian? Honor the emperor? Are you kidding me? That would 

be hard to do. Let me ask you, how do they fall on your ears today, honor 

the president, honor the governor?  

You may already be responding to this inside your gut, how?  

A young group of men at boot camp in Georgia prepared to fight in WWII. 

At boot camp captain Sobel oversees, easy 

company and he is not a nice guy. The men 

in easy company complain against him and 

get him moved to another post. Months 

later Easy company run into CPT Sobell 

again but now the company is under the 

command of an officer named Winters who 

has moved up the ranks to Major, outranking captain Sobell now. 

When they see each other, you can see the disdain and bitterness in captain 

Sobel’s face and the hurt in all the men’s eyes. As they pass, Captain 

Winters who had suffered under Sobell at book camp, salutes Sobell but 

Sobell never lifts his hand. As a major Winters outranks Sobell he stops 

him and tells him “you salute the rank not the man.”    

Major Winters could have gotten back at Sobell at that moment, berated him in 

front of all the men. But he doesn’t. You salute the rank not the man, so Winters 

who didn’t respect Sobell and also outranked him - still saluted him, not the man 

but the position that army had given him.  

And that’s how Peter can say honor the Emperor, he doesn’t say honor Nero or 

honor Diocletian, he says honor the position because God has ultimate authority. 

You are honoring the position for the sake of the Lord. You ultimately come under 

His authority and because of that, for the Lord’s sake, you treat people as made in 

his image and those in authority over you unto the Lord.  

So, you honor your teacher even if they are the worse teacher in the world 

by respectfully asking questions to clarify what they want, rather than bad 
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mouth them to all your classmates, making fun of them. You honor your 

boss by showing up to work on time and giving 100% no matter how poor 

they lead you or how lazy they are. You honor the clerk in the store, your 

waiter at lunch, the policeman that pulls you over, your spouse and parents 

for the sake of the Lord.  

By your submission, being humble and subject to authority, you will point 

others to Jesus and bring God glory because - that’s what Jesus did.  

The Bible often links submission with suffering. When you humble yourself, you are often 

put in a vulnerable position and in that position there often comes pain and suffering. 

Peter tells us that through your suffering you can live honorably and bring glory to God as 

well.  

18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but 

also to the unjust. 19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures 

sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for 

it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious 

thing in the sight of God.  

This is an incredible truth that God can take the unjust suffering that you 

experience in your marriage, in your family or at work and bring about something 

glorious. What seems pointless and unfair, the tragedies we don’t understand the 

senseless violence and injustice all around us God will in his time make gracious 

and beautiful in his kingdom for those who are mindful of him. Your suffering is 

not wasted even though you may not see the outcome yet.  

Jacob was born in 1912 and grew up in Madras, Oregon just over the mountain. 

His family attended the local Free Methodist church, but Jacob slowly drifted from 

his Christian faith during High School. Like most boys, 

he enrolled in the Air Force before WWII.  

On April 18, 1942 he boarded a B-25 bomber with the 

mission to bomb Tokyo and its surrounding cities. The 

mission was accomplished but the plane ran out of gas 

and Jacob parachuted and was immediately picked up by 

Japanese soldiers. His life was spared but he was 

tortured and starved and often put in solitary 

confinement at a filthy prison. After one of the 

prisoners died of dysentery the Japanese authorities eased on their treatment of the 

prisoners. After they began easing the pressure, Jacob asked for a Bible and to his 

surprise after six months they gave him one. He read it over and over and the truth 

of the gospel set him free even while in that prison.  
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He wrote, bad habits and attitudes don’t just go away when a person accepts Christ. 

One day after the exercise period, Jacob’s guard hurried him toward his cell, shoved 

him inside, slamming the door on Jacob’s foot. Instead of opening the door, the 

guard kicked the prisoner’s foot with his boots.  

Jacob could feel the anger rising in him but was reminded of the words he had 

memorized of Jesus, “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you.” God 

commanded him to love, what a wonderful world it would be if we would all try to 

love one another. I’ll try he thought.  

Day after day he greeted the guard respectfully in Japanese and was often 

ignored or given a puzzled look.  

Jacob didn’t know if he would die in that prison cell. He didn’t know if his 

loving response to an angry guard would ever change anything about his 

situation. Day after day the war waged in his soul battling his flesh.  He 

didn’t know what the outcome would be, but he knew the example of Jesus 

in his suffering and knew what it meant to live honorably in a hostile world.  

1 Peter 2: 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no 

sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not 

revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting 

himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the 

tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 

been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the 

Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  

If you want to live an honorable life in a hostile world follow the example of Jesus.  

He came preaching the good news, freedom for the prisoners, healing in his 

hands. But, he was falsely accused, beaten, shamed, had his best friends 

turn their backs on him, crushed by the weight of sin and how does he 

respond to all of that?  

He humbled himself, bore the suffering in his body. He didn’t open his 

mouth to shout back at them, to argue with them. He didn’t get picketers to 

demonstrate the unfairness of the government. He didn’t reach for his own 

glory but became a servant, despised and rejected. And in his submission 

and suffering God was most glorified by exalting his son to the highest 

place. Through submission and suffering being mindful of the Lord, brings 

glory.  

And it also brings our healing. Healing through the suffering and sacrifice 

of Jesus alone. He can sympathize with your pain, what you feel he bore for 
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you to bring you healing, freedom, forgiveness even in a prison. This may 

not be physical healing or even restoration of your relationship but healing 

of your soul that was once an enemy of God but through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus has made a way for you to have an identity in Christ 

and even be given a vocation in the kingdom of God.  

You may not ever see how your honorable life is used by God to reflect his 

glory but continue to honor everyone, love the brotherhood, fear God and 

honor the president. It’s often through submission and suffering that God 

advances his kingdom and brings about his glory.  

The guard that smashed Jacob’s foot eventually came over and began talking to 

him. Jacob learned all about this man’s family and began praying each morning and 

night for him until that guard accepted the Lord. God had changed Jacob’s angry 

bitter heart to care deeply for the people of Japan.  

Two years after the war, Jacob returned to Japan as a missionary with his wife 

Florence. Jacob wrote down his testimony of accepting the Lord in that Japanese 

prison and how he developed the relationship 

with the guard that mistreated him. He would 

stand on railway platforms and hand out his 

tract. One day a man named Mitsuo Fuchida 

grabbed the tract and brought it home to read. 

He was so moved he went back the next day 

and asked for a Bible and accepted the Lord 

because of the testimony of a guy from Madras 

Oregon and how he reflected the love of Christ in his submission and suffering. 

Mitsuo was the flight commander of the 360 plans that had attacked Pearl Harbor. 

After he accepted the Lord, the man who bombed Pearl Harbor and the man wo 

bombed Tokyo joined together on mission to share the gospel in Japan and it is 

reported that 1,000’s of people became believers through their testimony.   

There is hope that God can take the unjust suffering and make something 

beautiful, would you honor God through your submission and suffering even when 

you don’t see the outcome yet?   
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Today we will be considering what it looks like to follow the Lord and live an honorable life in a 

sometimes-hostile world, a world of injustice. The two areas Peter talks about in our section today 

will go against everything our culture values, so you may feel even a little pushback in your own 

spirit. It will press against our desire for power, independence, comfort and luxury. Because, Peter 

says that it’s often through submission and suffering that God uses to advance His kingdom, to 

bring God glory but who wants to be humbled or suffer?  

Submission, humbling yourself under someone else and suffering, discomfort or pain. 

More than just press against our culture it may press into a hurt that you have experienced 

in the past. Maybe your parents were abusive towards you with their words or a spouse has 

hurt you so deep, that just the thought of what they did causes you to tense up. Let me say 

right at the beginning this message in no way condones or encourages you to say in abusive 

relationships or situations, please ask for help. You need to have healthy boundaries and if 

you are struggling with where those are at I’d encourage you to talk to some mature 

believers or even get professional help.  

For most of us it’s not abuse but perhaps rejection, being made fun of, or blatantly 

ignored.  

Realistically what we all probably face more than anything else is something called 1st world 

suffering.  

• The remote’s battery is dead, and you have to get up to change the channel.  

• The drive through window at Starbucks is taking way too long. 

• You work hard for 2 long hours and your fit bit gives you only 9 minutes of 

exercise 

• The movie you are watching on Netflix keeps pausing to buffer.  

• The waiter didn’t notice when your drink was getting low and refill it, so 

you are so thirsty.  

• You specifically asked for no onions and yet, here they are, onions.  

How are you going to respond?  

I’m kidding a bit but in all things great and small we need to know how to follow the Lord in 

those situations to live an honorable life, especially because the world is watching.  

Now, before we jump in to our text today in 1 Peter, lets get a bit of the back ground of the 

world believers who first received the letter were living in.  
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1 Peter was written to believers in what is modern day turkey. The believers of Asia Minor 

were beginning to feel the persecution and rejection from 

the world around them.  

If they were Jewish they found their roots within the 

synagogue and the God of the Hebrew Bible. When Paul 

went on his missionary journey he often began in the 

synagogues.  As Christianity began to spread, persecution 

increased. Jews who had accepted Jesus as messiah would 

still belong to the Jewish community and even worship with them but under Roman law, 

Jews were a protected religion and Christianity was not.  Rome had a hard time 

distinguishing between Christian and Jew when they were active in the synagogues which 

made the Jews vulnerable. Eventually the Jews inside the synagogues expelled the 

Christians from worshipping with them to protect themselves. Think about it, it was often 

their own family or friends, mom or dad or brother or sister that rejected them for what 

they believed about Jesus. They could handle being snubbed in the marketplace but being 

rejected by your family hurts deep.  

Those people who accepted Jesus who weren’t Jewish were even more strange. Different 

from the Greeks and Romans, different values, different customs. What is natural for 

humans to do with people that seem strange or we don’t understand? We make fun of 

them, persecute them and the government was doing nothing to protect them, in fact they 

were adding to the persecution. So Peter’s letter would both be encouraging and 

challenging as he instructs them on how they should respond and live as they follow the 

example of Jesus. They were asking how do we live honorably in a world that is increasingly 

hostile to us.  

It would only get worse in the years to come. The hurt and pain that the early Christians 

felt in their heart would turn in to marks on their bodies a century later.  

A man named Diocletian became emperor of Rome and it was open season on Christians. 

Diocletian hated Christians and wanted them gone!  

Here is what Eusebius, a Christian historian, wrote about those times,  

"It was the nineteenth year of Diocletian's 

reign [AD 303] and the month Dystrus, 

called March by the Romans, and the 

festival of the Saviour's Passion was 

approaching, when an imperial decree was 

published everywhere, ordering the churches 

to be razed to the ground and the Scriptures destroyed by fire, and giving notice that 

those in places of honour would lose their places, and domestic staff, if they continued 
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to profess Christianity, would be deprived of their liberty. Such was the first edict 

against us. Soon afterwards other decrees arrived in rapid succession, ordering that the 

presidents of the churches in every place should all be first committed to prison and 

then coerced by every possible means into offering sacrifice." – sacrifice to other gods. 

“Every possible means” meant torture, starvation, beatings and even death. From 

this decree many priest and pastors were tortured and killed who confessed Jesus as 

Messiah. Rome was creating a generation of Christians who bore the marks of 

Christ on their body. The first church council of Nicaea would have been filled 

with mutilated pastors and leaders. Many were missing limbs, burn marks on their 

body and the message of 1 Peter would be just as relevant to them as it was in the 

first century. Whether you have endured suffering a lot or a little, in your heart or 

you can show marks on your body, the message of 1 Peter is speaking to you. This 

message turns the world upside down for those readers who struggled with how to 

follow Christ and live honorably in a world that was increasingly hostile.  

Maybe you find yourself asking that same question. How do I follow the Lord in 

my workplace when it’s all about greed and self-preservation, others knock me 

down in order to climb to the top? How do I live an honoring life to the Lord at 

school when many of my friends make fun of me for praying to a God that no one 

sees?  

This brings us to our section in the letter of 1 Peter today. Peter has spent the first 

part of the letter reminding the believers of their identity in Christ and their 

vocation as priests! Now he will shift his focus to urge the believers to conduct 

themselves in an honorable way, looking to Christ as their ultimate example.  

1 Peter 2: 11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles (your identity in Christ) to abstain 

from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct 

among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may 

see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.  

Peter says that as believers we are in a war but it’s not against the government or 

your boss, the war is within your heart and soul. There is a battle going on inside of 

each one of you. It’s a battle against the passions of the flesh, the desire to want 

revenge, to stick up for yourself, to protect yourself above all else. The battle is not 

against your spouse or boss, it’s a battle of your flesh and soul.  

So, Peter urges them, keep your conduct honorable that is what will bring God 

glory. But still we have the question of how do we live honorably in a hostile world? 

Peter sees that as believers our ultimate example is in Jesus Christ. Peter will go on 

to give us two ways in which your life will glorify God through our submission and 

suffering. It’s how we respond and conduct ourselves with authority and during 

difficult times often filled with pain.  
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First, let’s look at the area of submission.   

1 Peter 2: 13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be 

to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who 

do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing 

good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people 

who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of 

God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.  

Can you imagine how those words fell on believers’ ears during the time of 

Nero or Diocletian? Honor the emperor? Are you kidding me? That would 

be hard to do. Let me ask you, how do they fall on your ears today, honor 

the president, honor the governor?  

You may already be responding to this inside your gut, how?  

A young group of men at boot camp in Georgia prepared to fight in WWII. 

At boot camp captain Sobel oversees, easy 

company and he is not a nice guy. The men 

in easy company complain against him and 

get him moved to another post. Months 

later Easy company run into CPT Sobell 

again but now the company is under the 

command of an officer named Winters who 

has moved up the ranks to Major, outranking captain Sobell now. 

When they see each other, you can see the disdain and bitterness in captain 

Sobel’s face and the hurt in all the men’s eyes. As they pass, Captain 

Winters who had suffered under Sobell at book camp, salutes Sobell but 

Sobell never lifts his hand. As a major Winters outranks Sobell he stops 

him and tells him “you salute the rank not the man.”    

Major Winters could have gotten back at Sobell at that moment, berated him in 

front of all the men. But he doesn’t. You salute the rank not the man, so Winters 

who didn’t respect Sobell and also outranked him - still saluted him, not the man 

but the position that army had given him.  

And that’s how Peter can say honor the Emperor, he doesn’t say honor Nero or 

honor Diocletian, he says honor the position because God has ultimate authority. 

You are honoring the position for the sake of the Lord. You ultimately come under 

His authority and because of that, for the Lord’s sake, you treat people as made in 

his image and those in authority over you unto the Lord.  

So, you honor your teacher even if they are the worse teacher in the world 

by respectfully asking questions to clarify what they want, rather than bad 
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mouth them to all your classmates, making fun of them. You honor your 

boss by showing up to work on time and giving 100% no matter how poor 

they lead you or how lazy they are. You honor the clerk in the store, your 

waiter at lunch, the policeman that pulls you over, your spouse and parents 

for the sake of the Lord.  

By your submission, being humble and subject to authority, you will point 

others to Jesus and bring God glory because - that’s what Jesus did.  

The Bible often links submission with suffering. When you humble yourself, you are often 

put in a vulnerable position and in that position there often comes pain and suffering. 

Peter tells us that through your suffering you can live honorably and bring glory to God as 

well.  

18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but 

also to the unjust. 19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures 

sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for 

it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious 

thing in the sight of God.  

This is an incredible truth that God can take the unjust suffering that you 

experience in your marriage, in your family or at work and bring about something 

glorious. What seems pointless and unfair, the tragedies we don’t understand the 

senseless violence and injustice all around us God will in his time make gracious 

and beautiful in his kingdom for those who are mindful of him. Your suffering is 

not wasted even though you may not see the outcome yet.  

Jacob was born in 1912 and grew up in Madras, Oregon just over the mountain. 

His family attended the local Free Methodist church, but Jacob slowly drifted from 

his Christian faith during High School. Like most boys, 

he enrolled in the Air Force before WWII.  

On April 18, 1942 he boarded a B-25 bomber with the 

mission to bomb Tokyo and its surrounding cities. The 

mission was accomplished but the plane ran out of gas 

and Jacob parachuted and was immediately picked up by 

Japanese soldiers. His life was spared but he was 

tortured and starved and often put in solitary 

confinement at a filthy prison. After one of the 

prisoners died of dysentery the Japanese authorities eased on their treatment of the 

prisoners. After they began easing the pressure, Jacob asked for a Bible and to his 

surprise after six months they gave him one. He read it over and over and the truth 

of the gospel set him free even while in that prison.  
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He wrote, bad habits and attitudes don’t just go away when a person accepts Christ. 

One day after the exercise period, Jacob’s guard hurried him toward his cell, shoved 

him inside, slamming the door on Jacob’s foot. Instead of opening the door, the 

guard kicked the prisoner’s foot with his boots.  

Jacob could feel the anger rising in him but was reminded of the words he had 

memorized of Jesus, “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you.” God 

commanded him to love, what a wonderful world it would be if we would all try to 

love one another. I’ll try he thought.  

Day after day he greeted the guard respectfully in Japanese and was often 

ignored or given a puzzled look.  

Jacob didn’t know if he would die in that prison cell. He didn’t know if his 

loving response to an angry guard would ever change anything about his 

situation. Day after day the war waged in his soul battling his flesh.  He 

didn’t know what the outcome would be, but he knew the example of Jesus 

in his suffering and knew what it meant to live honorably in a hostile world.  

1 Peter 2: 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no 

sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not 

revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting 

himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the 

tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 

been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the 

Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  

If you want to live an honorable life in a hostile world follow the example of Jesus.  

He came preaching the good news, freedom for the prisoners, healing in his 

hands. But, he was falsely accused, beaten, shamed, had his best friends 

turn their backs on him, crushed by the weight of sin and how does he 

respond to all of that?  

He humbled himself, bore the suffering in his body. He didn’t open his 

mouth to shout back at them, to argue with them. He didn’t get picketers to 

demonstrate the unfairness of the government. He didn’t reach for his own 

glory but became a servant, despised and rejected. And in his submission 

and suffering God was most glorified by exalting his son to the highest 

place. Through submission and suffering being mindful of the Lord, brings 

glory.  

And it also brings our healing. Healing through the suffering and sacrifice 

of Jesus alone. He can sympathize with your pain, what you feel he bore for 
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you to bring you healing, freedom, forgiveness even in a prison. This may 

not be physical healing or even restoration of your relationship but healing 

of your soul that was once an enemy of God but through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus has made a way for you to have an identity in Christ 

and even be given a vocation in the kingdom of God.  

You may not ever see how your honorable life is used by God to reflect his 

glory but continue to honor everyone, love the brotherhood, fear God and 

honor the president. It’s often through submission and suffering that God 

advances his kingdom and brings about his glory.  

The guard that smashed Jacob’s foot eventually came over and began talking to 

him. Jacob learned all about this man’s family and began praying each morning and 

night for him until that guard accepted the Lord. God had changed Jacob’s angry 

bitter heart to care deeply for the people of Japan.  

Two years after the war, Jacob returned to Japan as a missionary with his wife 

Florence. Jacob wrote down his testimony of accepting the Lord in that Japanese 

prison and how he developed the relationship 

with the guard that mistreated him. He would 

stand on railway platforms and hand out his 

tract. One day a man named Mitsuo Fuchida 

grabbed the tract and brought it home to read. 

He was so moved he went back the next day 

and asked for a Bible and accepted the Lord 

because of the testimony of a guy from Madras 

Oregon and how he reflected the love of Christ in his submission and suffering. 

Mitsuo was the flight commander of the 360 plans that had attacked Pearl Harbor. 

After he accepted the Lord, the man who bombed Pearl Harbor and the man wo 

bombed Tokyo joined together on mission to share the gospel in Japan and it is 

reported that 1,000’s of people became believers through their testimony.   

There is hope that God can take the unjust suffering and make something 

beautiful, would you honor God through your submission and suffering even when 

you don’t see the outcome yet?   


