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Who Are You? 
1 Pet 2:9-10

Some of our favorite children’s stories came from a 19th century Danish writer named Hans Christian
Anderson. Born into a very poor family, Hans achieved a level of success he could scarcely have
dreamed of in the days when few left the social class into which they were born. As a teenager, Hans
traveled to Copenhagen hoping to make it as a actor/singer. He landed some parts but when his voice
changed he was done. A friend at the theater suggested he try his hand at poetry.  

He did and his creative imagination produced The Emperor’s New Clothes, The Little Mermaid, The
Princess and the Pea and a story that is often said to be his autobiography, The Ugly Duckling. 

The Ugly Duckling story deals with deep insecurities, doubts about whether success can ever come to
someone rejected and abused. As a young boy Hans lived with a cruel schoolmaster who insisted the
harsh treatment would build character in Hans.  When he could take no more, like the ugly duckling,
Hans ran away. But wherever he went he seemed to be a target for bullies and thugs.  

For a long time Hans – and The Ugly Duckling fit nowhere.  Hans was disappointed – with himself
mostly -- but also with life in general.  Finally came the day when the duckling, quite by accident, saw
his reflection in a lake. Even then, because of all he had been through, he was unsure of himself. It was
difficult for him to accept that the image in the lake of the beautiful swan was, in fact, his. 

It’s a great story and you may actually identify with parts of it. Many people go through periods of not
liking themselves and wishing they were someone else. Someone smarter, someone better looking,
someone with more money, someone who attracted better friends, someone with more talent, someone
more confident. 

It is nice we live in a time when parents and educators are more aware of how children feel about
themselves. Research has shown that how you think others see you can greatly affect how you will
experience life.  The longer someone believes they are dumb, ugly, worthless or clumsy the steeper the
hill becomes. 

Not everyone who struggles with self-esteem shows it.  Some people hide behind a happy and well-
adjusted persona while inside they are terrified of failure. They work very hard to maintain the front. 
Others mask self-esteem issues by pretending the opinions of others don’t matter and their criticism
doesn’t hurt. Still other Ugly Ducklings just give up.  They curl up in self pity waiting for someone to
rescue them.   

Many Christians feel guilty because they don’t seem to be enjoying what Jesus called “the abundant life”
like others. The logical conclusion the it must be their own fault makes them feel even worse.

Low self-esteem hinders Christians in at least three ways: 

1.  Destroys hope.  Proverbs13:12 says, “Hope deferred makes the heart sick.” 
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We all want to feel significant. We want contribute something to God’s kingdom. If you don’t think you
have anything to give, you’re probably right and defeatist mentality can keeps you from trying anything
new.  

When God rescued the Israelites from Egypt, the Land that he had promised their ancestor, Abraham,
was ready for occupancy, but the Israelites came out of Egypt with a slave mentality. For a slave,
dreaming big was just a way to be disappointed. Their low self-esteem robbed them of hope. 

The great 19th century missionary to India, William Carey, said, “Expect great things from God; attempt
great things for God.” The Israelites at Sinai were not in a position to do either one. A second
consequence of low self esteem is it 

2. Hinders Relationships

A person who does not feel loveable has a harder time trusting God. It’s interesting how our perception
of God gets contaminated by our misperceptions of ourselves. People who don’t like themselves hesitate
to initiate relationships.
Instead Ugly Ducklings experience anxiety, stress, and often depression that can lead to worse things.
Healthy relationships are based on two-way acceptance. Acceptance of who you are – a person made in
the image of God and a person with strengths and weaknesses.  I think Satan uses low self-esteem all the
time to undermine more relationships. One other consequence of low self esteem that I’ve noticed is it 

3. Sabotages Serving

We often say that if you want to get to know people at Cornerstone, start serving somewhere. The
problem for a person with low self-esteem is they think they’re not good enough. Someone else can
probably do it better so they don’t try new things. Nothing sabotages serving more than thinking you
have nothing to contribute.

In some cases incorrect theology makes it worse. The classic Isaac Watts hymn pictures us all as worms.
“Alas and did my Savior bleed for such a worm as I.” That is not in the Bible. Self-loathing is not a fruit
of the spirit. You are not a worm. Christ did not die for worms.  Jesus died for people who were helpless
to save themselves but very much worth saving. You were worth Jesus coming to earth to die. 

When the father in the Jesus parable saw his prodical son coming down the path – coming home – he did
not see junk. He saw a son he loved. 

If you have bought the lie that you truly are an Ugly Duckling, you don’t need participation trophies. You
don’t need atta boys or atta girls.  You need God’s assessment of who you are because nobody thinks
more of you than your Creator.  And it just so happens that one of the best places to hear what God thinks
of you is the New Testament letter we’ve been studying for the past month. 

Peter, the disciple of Jesus doesn’t use the term “self-image” in the letter he wrote, but the concept is
everywhere. Peter is writing to Christians who have a defeatist attitude. They’re not growing spiritually,
they’re certainly not being salt and light in their communities. They feel powerless compared to their
opposition and content to just subsist. 
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They remind me of the line in Robert Service’s Shooting of Dan McGrew. 

Then on a sudden the music changed, so soft that you scarce could hear;
But you felt that your life had been looted clean of all that it once held dear;
That someone had stolen the woman you loved; that her love was a devil's lie; (here’s the line)
That your guts were gone, and the best for you was to crawl away and die.

A little graphic but not far off from the way these Christians in these provinces of Asia Minor were
feeling. They don’t believe they can win. They have been persecuted, oppressed, robbed and mistreated
for so long that they’ve lost hope. They’re stuck. 

So Peter (writing words inspired by God himself) sets out to change their minds. From the opening
sentence Peter calls on his readers to think different.

1:1-2 He says, “You are elect.” You’re not losers. You’re not victims. You are “chosen by God!” 
1:3 You’ve been given new birth into a living hope
1:4 You have an eternal inheritance in heaven
1:5a You are shielded by God’s power
1:5b and all the way through verse 12. Salvation is reserved for you, salvation so spectacular that it
mesmerizes the angels in heaven.
1:13-25 You were redeemed. You were made holy!  Think different about who you are! Look at the
advantages, the status, the honor, God has given you. 

And once you’re thinking different that will cause you to act different! 

  Chapter 2 begins “since you have all these advantages in Christ, stop bickering. Put aside gossip and
hypocrisy and jealousy. Remove those things like you remove a coat.  

2:4 Come close to Christ, the Living Stone, the Cornerstone.

2:5 You also (like the Cornerstone) are alive!  In raising from the dead Christ has given you spiritual life.
You are living stones being built into a spiritual house. 

Nearly every religion has “sacred space.” The recipients of Peter’s letter would have all been familiar
with the sprawling Temple of Diana in Ephesus. It was a huge tourist destination. Every major town had
Roman temples to Zeus and other Gods. 

When Peter’s Jewish readers heard the words “spiritual house” they probably thought about the  Jewish
tabernacle and then Solomon’s temple. For nearly a thousand years God’s people had gathered at those
worship centers. 

But Peter is not talking about the tabernacle or the temple. He’s not talking about any sacred space made
by human hands. He says followers of Christ themselves are God’s sacred space when they join together
they become a spiritual house. This is a brand new idea for both Jews and Gentiles. It fits completely
with what Jesus told the Samaritan woman. 

Jesus said in John 4:21 “a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this
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mountain nor in Jerusalem.”

So if Peter’s readers had been struggling with a sense of inadequacy and a lack of hope just this much
information – what we’ve just covered – should radically change their outlook but Peter is just getting
started.  

In just a moment I want us to read aloud together our text for this morning – 1 Peter 2, verses 9-10 but
before we read let’s get the context.  Verse 9 begins with the words, “But you.” It’s a conjunction
contrasting something that came before with something that will follow. 

If you glance up a couple verses you’ll see that verses 7-8 are talking about Jewish leaders in Jerusalem –
the scribes and pharisees – who rejected Jesus. The stumbled over Christ, the Cornerstone. So verse 9
will contrast to those who rejected Jesus. Now stand with me if you’re able and let’s read together 1
Peter 2:9-10. 

1 Peter 2:9-10 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.  10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Be seated. May God add his blessing to the reading of his Word. You are not the oppressed and
persecuted. You are not victims. You are 

• Chosen people       
• Royal priests    
• Holy nation        
• God’s special possession 

And this is on top of all the advantages Peter had already listed for believers in Christ. You are not Ugly
Ducklings! Keep in mind that Peter is writing to Jewish people who knew Jewish history but also to
Gentiles who did not. Jewish listeners would have instantly locked onto these four titles because they
came straight out of one of the most familiar passages in the Jewish scriptures – what we call the Old
Testament. 

Three months after Moses led God’s people out of Egypt, God articulated his dream for Jewish people. It
was pretty much the same thing he had said to Abraham many years before but the ex-Egyptian slaves
needed to hear it themselves. They saw themselves as slaves, not people of God.  So God says through
Moses – Exodus 19:4. 

Exodus 19:4 “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on
eagles wings and brought you to myself.

The God said
Exodus 19:5-6 if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will
be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.'
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Sound familiar? Yes! 

Same thing Peter wrote but with one huge difference. In Exodus, it was an offer, a conditional promise. If
you obey...if you keep my covenant then you can be... 

In 1 Peter it’s a done deal. “You are.” 

The ancient nation of Israel did not take God up on his offer. Most of the Old Testament is the story of
Israel stiffing God again and again. This continued all the way to the time of Christ, who they also
rejected. The gospel writer, John, wrote. 

John 1:10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not
know him.  11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.

Rejecting Messiah was the final straw. God opened his offer to all people – Gentiles as well as Jews.
John 
said

John 1:12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God--

Prior to Christ Gentiles were required to go through extensive rituals and education if they wanted to be
accepted into the community of Yahweh worshipers.  So what was bad news for the Jewish nation was
great news for Gentiles. Peter’s readers who are Christ-followers are “Chosen people,” regardless of
ethnicity. 

Not only that, they are royal priests. To understand the significance of this title we have to go way back.
Long before Israel became a nation there was a mysterious king/priest named Melchizedek, who is first
mentioned in Genesis 14, where Abram was returning from a battle where he and his men had defeated a
coalition of Canaanite warlord/kings.  As Abram and his men passed near Jerusalem, he encountered
Melchizadek. Here’s Genesis 14. 

Genesis 14:18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem (another name for Jerusalem) the king of
Jerusalem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High (this could well be
the earliest roots of communion. Melchizedek shared bread and wine with Abram and) he
blessed Abram, saying, "Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and
earth. 20 And praise be to God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand."
Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.

Very curious story. So Abram gives one tenth of the war booty to Melchizedek, who is the only
king/priest mentioned in the Old Testament. The only other time he is mentioned is in Psalm 110, a
prophetic messianic psalm where God says that Messiah will be a priest forever after the order of (or,
similar to), Melchizedek. 

Now let’s look again at Exodus 19. God said

5 Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you (the nation of Israel) will be for me a kingdom of
priests
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God was not proposing a kingdom with priests but a kingdom of priests. Every person a priest. That never
happened. The tribes of Israel got into the land, they got busy making a living and fighting wars and they
assigned priestly duties to one of the weakest and least influential tribes – the tribe of Levi.

OT priests had three major jobs:
1. Act as intermediaries between the people and God 
2. Bring the requests of the people to God
3. Make offerings to God on behalf of the people 

The priests did those things more or less throughout the Old Testament but as time went on the
priesthood got more and more political and more and more corrupt. During the Babylonian Captivity it
practically disappeared and when it was reconstituted after the Babylonian Captivity it scarcely
resembled the priesthood under Moses and Joshua. 

By Jesus’ time the high priest was appointed by the Roman governor. Herod the Great selected six
different high priests. 

Jesus coming abolished the priesthood. Jesus was a royal priest like Melchizedek. Not only that but in
Christ all believers in Christ are elevated to priests. When God wanted from Israel he got in the church.
Men, women — everyone. There is one High Priest, Christ himself and we are all priests. 

So look what happened to the Old Testament priest role. 

1. Christ is our intermediary. 1 Tim 2:5 says, “For there is one God and one mediator between God and
mankind, the man Christ Jesus”

2. All priests (all believers) can take requests directly to God.  Hebrews 4:16 Let us then with
confidence draw near to the throne of grace,

3. Christ made a once-for-all sin sacrifice so that’s not needed anymore. But because we are
priests, God asks us each to offer spiritual sacrifices & offerings. 

Rom 12:1 says present your body as a living sacrifice 

Hebrews 13:15 says “Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God ...
such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  

 
This idea of the priesthood of every believer was a major theme in the Protestant Reformation. The
Roman Catholic church had completely negated the idea that every believer was a priest. But the New
Testament clearly says there are no duties in the church reserved only for a paid elite class of people. 

Protestant churches stopped using the title priest for leaders because everyone is a priest. And when we
get to chapter 5 of 1 Peter we’ll read about shepherd-leaders – which is where the word pastor comes
from – not priest leaders. We gather weekly is to perform priestly duties with each other. Every believer
is an "insider." Years ago a couple left Cornerstone because the husband believed communion should
only be served by an ordained minister. That is nowhere in the New Testament. Communion and baptism
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are sacraments given to the church as a whole – all the priests.  In the same way, all Christians from all
places make up God’s Holy nation. The holy nation is not America. Never has been. God’s purpose for
the holy nation is stated in the middle of 1 Peter 2:9. 

1 Peter 2:9-10 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness

We are not Ugly Ducklings. We are chosen people, royal priests, a holy nation and God’s special
possession – and the reason God gives us all those privileges is to draw attention to himself, not us. The
moment we start thinking we’re great we’ve moved away from God’s intentions. God wants us to see
ourselves not as worms struggling to get above ground but as people who have been transformed and
promoted by Christ. For this we can never stop praising God. 

 I like how Tim Keller put it in The Reason for God. 

“The Christian gospel is that I am so flawed that Jesus had to die for me, yet I am so loved
and valued that Jesus was glad to die for me. This leads to deep humility and deep
confidence at the same time. It undermines both swaggering and sniveling. I cannot feel
superior to anyone, and yet I have nothing to prove to anyone. I do not think more of
myself nor less of myself. Instead, I think of myself less." 

You are not an Ugly Duckling. You are accepted…united with the Lord, bought with a price and you
belong to God. As a member of Christ’s body you are gifted to serve and praise Him. 
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