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Finish Strong
1 Peter 4:7-11

Take your Bible or your phone or tablet and turn to the book of 1 Peter.   

In the passage we have today Peter will offer advice on how to live well in what he calls "the last
days.” Previously, in the letter, he talked about how Christ-followers should live in front of
non-believers – some of whom might even mistreat the believers.  Today’s message, however, is
for people inside the church. It's about loving and serving each other with pure hearts. 

At first glance you’d think that should be easy. We all love Jesus, we’ve all come from the same
place – needing forgiveness – we’ve all been granted citizenship in the Kingdom of God and God
calls us his children, his Chosen Ones. Sounds like an ideal family doesn’t it? What could
possibly go wrong? 

What could go wrong is church members are normal people. It turns out that when the pressure is
on and the stakes high, getting along is neither natural nor easy.

In sports it’s called closing out the game. Every good football team has a 2 minute offense to
either hold the lead or win the game. Basketball coaches know their they may have perhaps 10 or
12 possessions in the last two minutes. They need a strategy to make the most of those
possessions. 

How many times have you heard an athlete or coach say in a post-game interview, “We had it. It
was ours. We blew it. We choked. We didn’t close it out.”

I love watching Barlow’s coach Johnson near the end of a close game. If the game is tied with a
minute to go, I put my money on Johnson.  My spectator spot is on the end line near the Bruin’s
bench.  From there I can occasionally whisper sweet nothings to officials and I can also often
hear Coach Johnson’s instructions to his players. As a coach it’s a challenge to communicate at
the end of the game because the gym is loud, players are tense, and timeouts are in short supply.

“Play to win, keep your concentration, stay intense, keep pressing, don’t back off.” 

Most of us can live with getting beat by an opponent who out shoots, outruns, or out swims us
but giving a match or a game away is tough to handle. 

Peter, the apostle of Jesus, knew well how it felt to lose a game in the last two minutes. Thirty
years before he wrote this letter, Peter had let Jesus down at a crucial moment. “I never met the
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man,” Peter said, “I’m not one of his disciples.” 

But Peter didn’t stay flat on his face. Jesus lifted him up, forgave him, and commissioned him to
start churches, which he did along with the apostle Paul and others. 

Peter was a practical person, not sophisticated. Growing up in working class family, practical
things like boats, nets, fish, and sweat were everyday life. It’s a little hard to imagine Peter and
his family discussing fine art or theater around their dinner table. 

 
The letter Peter wrote to struggling Christians in Asia Minor was just like him. No beating
around the bush.  If something needed to be said, Peter just said it, and that’s what he does in
chapter 4, verse 7. 

1 Peter 4:7 The end of all things is near. 

Peter and all the other apostles believed Christ would be returning very soon. They looked
around and concluded that the world couldn’t get much worse. Rome was already oppressing and
killing selected Christians. Nero was on the throne. The Roman army was rattling sabers in and
around Jerusalem – and Jesus had repeatedly said when things get really bad, look up. Look for
my return. 

So Peter tells his readers, “Don’t lose heart. Don’t give up. The end is near.” Notice that unlike
many others throughout church history, Peter doesn’t set a date or time for Christ’s return.
He had heard Jesus say that no one can know or can predict the time of his return. 

Countless others haven’t been so wise. 

• Including a man named Montanus, in the 2nd century. Montanus convinced some of he
same churches 1 Peter was written to in Asia Minor that Christ was coming back within
days. Many believers left their homes and migrated to a rural area where Montanus
claimed the heavenly Jerusalem would descend to Earth.

• In the third century three prominent theologians used the dimensions of Noah’s ark to
calculate that Christ would return in 500 AD.

• Pope Sylvester II and many others believed the world would end in 1000 AD  – or
perhaps 1033, which would be 1000 years after Jesus’ death.

• The 7th Day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Sir Isaac Newton, and Nostradamus set
many dates -  most of which have passed. 

• In 1806, a chicken in Leeds, England, became famous when she laid eggs inscribed with
the message “Christ is coming.” Great numbers of people reportedly visited the hen and
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began to despair of the coming Judgment Day. Until someone did some undercover work
and discovered, that the eggs were not in fact prophetic messages but the work of their
owner, who had been writing on the eggs in corrosive ink and reinserting them into the
poor hen’s body.

• Some of you may remember all the doomsday predictions 6 years ago. December 21,
2012 supposedly marked the end of the first “Great Cycle” of the Maya Long Count
calendar, which tracked time continuously from a date 5,125 years earlier. Somehow the
earth survived. 

 
• Among the most prolific modern date-setters, was Harold Camping, who publicly

predicted the end of the world at least a dozen times based his interpretations of biblical
numerology. In 1992, he published a book, ominously titled 1994?, which predicted the
end of the world that year. Then it was May 21, 2011, a date that he calculated to be
exactly 7,000 years after Noah’s flood. When that date passed he admitted his math was
off and he pushed back the end of the world to October 21.

Two thousand years has passed since Peter wrote, “The end of all things is near,” so was Peter
wrong? No. In terms of eternity 2000 years is a snap of the fingers. Peter and the other new
testament writers did not make date predictions. Instead, they talked about a mindset, an alertness
because when it comes Christ's return will happen suddenly. Jesus himself said, 

Matthew 24:42 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your
Lord will come.  43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at
what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not
have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

Christ is with the Father waiting to hear one word: Go! When the "go command" comes, there
will be no time for people on earth to adjust. So Jesus – and his disciples – urged people to
prepare for that time and stay prepared! Christ’s church should live in constant anticipation of
Christ's return. 

And Peter tells us how to do that.  Let’s read aloud together Peter’s instruction from 1 Peter
chapter 4, verses 7-11.

1 Peter 4:7-11 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so
that you may pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a
multitude of sins.  Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.  Each of you
should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God's grace in its various forms.

11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If
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anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things
God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for
ever and ever. Amen.

May God add his blessing to the reading of His word. 

Peter does not tell us to all put on white robes and wait on a mountaintop. Instead, he gives four
commands, four ways for Christians to stay focused when the pressure is building and the game
is on the line. 

1. Be alert and of sober minded – we’re going to see why.
2. Love each other deeply.  
3. Offer hospitality to one another. 
4. Use gifts and abilities to benefit others – and then he divides those spiritual gifts (we call

them) into speaking gifts and serving gifts

Peter concludes this section with the goal (4:11b): So that in all things God may be praised
through Jesus Christ. Now let’s take the commands one at a time. 

1 Peter 4:7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind

Use good judgment. Keep your head. Don’t be a fear-mongering Chicken Little seeing
catastrophe in every headline.  We’re learning that just because something is in the news, that
doesn’t make it true or reliable. Natural disaster will always happen, candidates you don’t like
will keep get elected. Instead of panicking, stay alert and do what God has given you do to with a
sense of purpose – and urgency. Live in anticipation of Christ’s return but with a long view. 

When Englishman Oliver Cromwell spoke to his troops before the start of the 1649 invasion of
Ireland, Cromwell said, “Trust in God and keep your powder (gun powder) dry.” That’s
good advice. Don’t panic but don’t be complacent either. Be prepared to take action. Faith cannot
be passive. Even though we fully trust God, we have responsibilities on our end and Peter says
our first job is to pray. Verse 7 again. 

1 Peter 4:7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so
that you may pray.

This is the second time Peter has highlighted prayer.  In the last chapter he wrote, 

1 Peter 3:7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives,
and treat them with respect...so that nothing will hinder your prayers.

Clearly, Peter sees prayer as vital to living successfully. Prayer is both a conscience check and a
means of two-way communication with God. Prayer brings us into alignment with God.”  
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This 3rd grade educated Athabascan great grandmother was a good friend of ours. Angela
Derendoff was crippled from polio as a child so she always sat with her shorter leg up to relieve
pain. She’s with the Lord now. I always went to visit and pray with her when I flew to her
village. I’ll never forget Angela reverently folding her hands and bowing her head as she said,  
and quietly say, “We gon’ pray now. Brudder, cuz we need to learn to tink like Him.” She was
right.

Paul wrote in Colossians 2 Set your mind on things above, not on earthly things. 

• When something alarms you, pray.
• When you feel threatened, pray. 
• When you feel powerless, pray. 
• When things are going well, pray!
• When you need wisdom raising children, pray.
• When you’re in traffic and your blood pressure is rising, pray. 
• When you need to know if it’s the right time to say something, pray. 

You can’t boil over and pray at the same time. The more you ‘learn to tink like Him” and the
more natural prayer becomes – the easier it is to feel hopeful and confident when the end of
everything is near. Prayer keeps us from making wrong decisions. It unlocks the divine
storeroom in so many ways. 

Dr Charles Stanley listed 14 specific benefits of prayer.

1. Provides timely direction.
2. Prevents wrong decisions.
3. Eliminates worry and anxiety.
4. Produces peacefulness.
5. Invites God into our activity.
6. Produces confidence.
7. Eliminates fretting.
8. Sharpens discernment.
9. Gives us energy.
10. Prevents distractions.
11. Reminds us to act now.
12. Protects us from discouragement.
13. Opens doors of opportunity.
14. Helps us discern between busyness and fruitfulness.

Prayer invites and includes God in every aspect of life –  for our benefit. The writer of Hebrews
put it well.
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Heb. 4:16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we
may receive mercy (compassion) and grace (kindness, unmerited favor) in our time
of need. 

Feel like you don’t deserve that favor? You’re right! You don’t! Nobody deserves it. It’s a gift of
God. If you want to finish strong, “Be alert and sober minded so you can pray.” That’s Peter’s
first command. The second is in verse 8. 

Command #2 love each other deeply v. 8

1 Peter 4:8 Above all, love (agape love – Extend yourself in love) Love each other
deeply (the Gr word appears only here in the New Testament and it literally means
“stretched out or strained”) Love each other deeply because love covers over a
multitude of sins.

Go farther than you naturally would – farther than you think you can – in loving other believers. 

We just had a delightful family vacation at Rockaway Beach. The weather was great, beach was
warm (water was not but nobody goes to the Oregon beach for warm water). Fifteen of us ate
together, played ping pong and table games, everybody got a chance to go crabbing. The cousins
mixed it up sleeping with other families. Tillamook Cheese Factory. Salt water taffy. Flamingo
Jim’s. Great time. 

We love each other a lot – but if all 15 of us lived under the same roof for an extended period of
time we would have to love each other “deeply” if we were to survive. It would be a stretch. You
know what I mean because you’ve experienced it too. 

It’s the same with a church family. Same thing.  It’s easy to love each other for an hour and a
half Sunday morning. The Christians Peter addressed were likely spending a lot more time
together than we normally do. They shared resources, perhaps homes, they banded together
because Roman society was openly hostile toward them. When you spend a lot of time with
someone little things can become huge irritations. 

• Why does that guy always have to use his speaker phone? And why does he talk so loud –
as if his phone was a soup can connected to a string? 

• You want to know when others are hurting but there’s a TMI point. “Okay, that’s
enough.” And it’s different for each of us. 

• Why is it the same person is always late, someone else always leaves the toilet seat up. 
• Is it too much to ask for everyone to put their own plate and cup in the dishwasher? 
• Does that guy have to whistle all the time? 
• Could she pause talking – just during the news, maybe just till the first commercial

break?
• How about the person who always leaves their Kleenex on the end table? Did they never

Copyright 2018 Cornerstone, Gresham, OR. You may freely copy and distribute this message provided that you do not change the wording, charge a fee, or publish it,
without permission. 



learn about germs. Or the person who comes a meeting sick but doesn’t say they think
they’re getting the flu until after you’ve just hugged them? 

• In every group there is one or two people who think if a little cologne is good a lot is
better. 

Peter says when you live in close proximity it’s not enough to try to overlook annoyances. You
have to stretch way out to love each other – deeply! 

And it becomes even harder if you think the annoyances are intentional! If it’s hard to love
someone who talks with their mouth full or who drums their fingers, how much more difficult is
it to extend yourself in love to someone who gossips about you or engineers stories to make
themselves look better. 

It’s not easy. 

In 2 Timothy 3:1 Paul warned Pastor Timothy

2 Tim. 3:1-5 You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very
difficult times. For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be
boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful.
They will consider nothing sacred. They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will
slander others and have no self-control. They will be cruel and hate what is good.
They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love
pleasure rather than God. They will act religious (they will be church members), but
they will reject the power that could make them godly.

The fact is you sometimes have to stretch very hard to love other people in the church. Peter may
well have had Proverbs 10:12 in mind when he wrote 1 Peter 4:8.

Prov. 10:12 Hatred stirs up conflict, but love covers over all wrongs.

If you want to finish strong, stay alert, love each other deeply, and third,

#3 Be hospitable 

Verse 9 says Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.

I think we do this pretty well one. Without a church building we are kind of “forced” into each
others homes. That’s a good thing because 21st century American homes really are castles –
maybe even fortresses. Garage door openers are our drawbridges. Approaching our castles we
don’t even have to get out of our vehicles where we might accidently encounter a neighbor doing
yard work. 
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Drawbridge operates, car goes in, drawbridge reverses and we’re safe, insulated from everything
– including relationships -- unless we deliberately choose to open the front doors. I don’t think
you really know someone until you’ve been in their home and I love the fact that so many of you
have open homes. 

Cornerstone started in a home and we still meet in dozens of homes for various events. The first
week of October we’ll need a bunch of homes for Community Groups to meet for 10 weeks. 

Gracious hospitality. No grumbling about all the extra work before and after people come. 

Peter’s 4th command is to use your gifts (we call them spiritual gifts) Use your gifts to
benefit others.

1 Peter 4:10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms.

The Holy Spirit did not give you that special talent or ability to boost your ego or to draw
attention to yourself. Glance down to the end of verse 11. Use your gifts...

1 Peter 4:11 so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him
be the glory and the power for ever and ever.

If you are serving to get the approval or affirmation of others, it’s the wrong motive. 

Several New Testament passages list spiritual gifts but Peter groups them all into two broad
categories - those that involve speaking and practical serving gifts. Beginning of verse 11. 

1 Peter 4:11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words
of God. If anyone serves, they should do it with the strength God provides. 

His point is we should look at our spiritual gifts as a special honor. You get to speak God’s
Words. You get to do what God empowers. It’s not our words or our work at all – but God’s. 

And he ends the topic of how to finish strong with a doxology – a brief hymn praising God.
Middle of verse 11. 

1 Peter 4:11b ...so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To
him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

Yes, the end is near! But we don’t need to run to the hills or barricade ourselves in prepper caves. 
Instead, we can finish strong by living expectantly, positively, focused on caring for each other in
the body of Christ so that our collective witness for Christ is clear and compelling. 

 

Copyright 2018 Cornerstone, Gresham, OR. You may freely copy and distribute this message provided that you do not change the wording, charge a fee, or publish it,
without permission. 



UCLA’s Coach John Wooden has been called the greatest coach of all times. During the last 12
years he was the head basketball coach at UCLA, his teams won 10 national championships,
including seven in a row.

Wooden said, “Don't confuse activity with achievement. You must be prepared to be a winner.
Make certain that you always have better players than anybody that you play and make sure you
always get those better players to put the team above themselves; that is imperative.”

Very good advice for Christians when the end is near. 
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