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Dancing Lessons for Porcupines
Colossians 3:12-17

Joel Woodard 
• Taking a break today from study of Gospel of John.
• Membership Sunday near beginning of each year. 
• Just visiting today? Great – no pressure. We hope you leave encouraged – regardless.  

Membership is not about numbers. Not about growth charts. (We’ve never done a growth chart.) We use
membership as an opportunity at the beginning of each calendar year for each of us to arrange priorities
and to facilitate that we added a little twist to membership. All memberships expire at the end of the
calendar year. All of them. Right now we have no members because we want everyone – elders, ministry
leaders – everyone – to do this annual heart-check.  So, for us membership is a practical tool, not a biblical
imperative. 

In New Testament times, if you were a Christ-follower, you automatically became part of the local
community of believers. There was no church membership because there was often only one small church. 

It's a very different situation in our mobile society. There are dozens of churches within a couple miles of
Cornerstone and you probably know people who bounce from church to church depending on which
church is offering what they want at the time. It's not bad to take advantage of good things other churches
offer – we actually encourage that.  But a consumer mentality can result in a lack of commitment, few
close Christian friends and tepid spiritual growth. 

Want to inform, challenge and celebrate being part of a vibrant community of faith. 

Read Colossians 3:12-17
 

Colossians 3:12 As God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  13 Bear with each other and
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you.  14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in
perfect unity.  

 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called
to peace. And be thankful.  16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach
and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns and songs from the
Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.  17 And whatever you do, whether in
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him. 

********************************
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Barry 

The fact that you came this morning to a public school gymnasium for “church” means you know that
church is a not a building or a campus. The New Testament word for church simply means "gathering," or,
"assembly." Sometimes we gather in small groups in homes. Sunday mornings we gather here - but for
what purpose?  

Someone has aptly called church Dancing Lessons for Porcupines. I love that metaphor! Porcupines are
by nature very gentle and solitary animals so I love the concept of two porcupines taking dance lessons. 

Multiply that image by two hundred and you have a church like Cornerstone. Hundreds of really nice
porcupines who risk getting close enough to learn about each other, to worship, to listen to each other, to
encourage, support and serve together. To learn to dance without poking each other.

It’s not always easy and if you’ve spent much time in church, you’ve probably had to put on a BandAid or
two. We’re not the first to find the dance steps awkward.  The apostle Paul's letters to New Testament
reveal that 1st century porcupines also needed Dancing Lessons. 

The passage Joel read from Colossians chapter 3 is a good example.  

• Paul starts by reminding them that they’re not like all the other porcupines in the woods. He calls
them to a higher standard. Live so it’s obvious that you are “chosen of God.” 

• My dad used to say, “Dress the way you want to be treated.”  Paul says, “Clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Resist getting your quills up. 

• Bear with each other when you inevitable bump and forgive as the Lord forgave you. When you
ask the LORD for forgiveness does he make you pay first? Does the Lord so silent for a while or
remind you of how bad you have been and how much you don’t deserve his grace? No. He loves!
Love pulls people together.

• verse 15 says, “Let the peace of Christ rule in you - and be grateful for the fact that you are chosen.
Be a peacemaker.

• Let the message of Christ (which is "God loves you and wants to forgive and transform you") – let
that message guide and motivate everything you do and all the people you touch in this church
community.  Be a grace-giver.

• Participate with gratefulness - not a critical spirit. 

• And notice – the natural result of all these things is serving. Whatever you do, however you serve,
whether it’s teaching a class or setting up chairs, or jotting notes of encouragement, do it all for
Christ. 

This is what we want and if everybody practiced Colossians 3:12-17 we’d never have to worry about
quills. Paul used a very different metaphor in his letter to the church at Ephesus. 
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Ephesians 2:20  Together we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the
prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself.

This is not Barry’s church. It’s not Joel’s church. There is only one Cornerstone, Jesus Christ. It’s his
church. He is our founder, our leader, our model and the one to whom we answer. We belong to him. 

Verse 21  We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. 

Notice the process is not complete. The Greek word for "becoming" means "to grow." There’s a very real
sense in which we are all still learning the steps. No matter how long you’ve been a believer. No matter
how long you’ve been in church.  Whether this is your first week or several hundred – we’re all still
learning to dance. 

You may not know that probably the best ballroom dancer we have is right here in the front row, June
Mallory.  June and her husband, Henry, who went to be with the Lord 8 years ago, used to run a dance
studio in Portland. They could take clumsy people like me – I can’t even figure out the two step – Henry
and June could take uncoordinated people to dance – lesson-by-lesson.  

There’s a fun Sunday school song that goes, "I'm not the same person that I used to be." I don’t know if I
can say I’m a holy temple yet but I’m closer than I used to be. And so are you thanks to this “dance
studio.” 

And this is where membership becomes significant. If someone wants just to visit Cornerstone they’re
more than welcome but if you are serious about being joined together in Christ – making a holy temple for
the Lord, you should consider membership. Membership helps all our ministry leaders, especially the
elders, know who they are most responsible for. Who says this is where I want to grow? If you say that,
we want to help.  Our elders take it very seriously when someone says, "Cornerstone is my church
family."  That’s what membership is about. Has nothing to do with salvation. It’s about committing to
spiritual growth.  

I want to walk through an insert that was tucked in the program you got on the way in. 

If you didn't get the front/back sheet on the screen, raise your hand and the ushers will bring you a copy.
Looks like what’s on the screen. You need one per person, not one for a couple.  And if you have children
who are old enough to understand what they are doing, we encourage them to also fill out a covenant.
There’s no minimum age. 

You’ll also need something to write with. The ushers have pens, too.  (Give time to hand out covenants.) 

At the top of the paper is our vision statement. We want to see God glorified and his kingdom
multiplied. 

Two things about this: 

First, we are not interested in putting millions of dollars into a place to meet– not so long as the
government allows us to rent a building taxpayers built. We love meeting in this school, we like serving
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the school and we have no plans to leave. We’re not anti-church buildings - we often use other churches
buildings. Our middle school youth group meets in Sanctuary Church’s building. Buildings are just not
our priority. 

Second, we love supporting and partnering with other churches and ministries. When Jesus prayed that his
followers would be unified I don’t think he had in mind individual churches (little “c”) but big “C.”  All
His churches together – complementing each other, and cooperating, not competing. We know
Cornerstone is not the best church for everyone. We regularly recommend other area churches. We want
them to thrive. 

Underneath the vision statement is the title:  "2019 Membership Covenant." Covenant is a Bible word
describing a agreement between two parties. The two parties in this case are you and God.  We do not
confer membership. You don’t apply for membership. If you say, “I'm one of the porcupines learning to
dance at Cornerstone,” you are.

The paragraph underneath that goes, “I have given my life to Jesus Christ and received His forgiveness
for my sin. I am in agreement with Cornerstone’s statement of faith, vision, and mission.”

Our statement of faith (it’s posted on our website) is literally a copy/paste from the National Association
of Evangelicals. It is intentionally broad and if details of a particular area of doctrine are critically
important to someone who comes to us, we don’t argue. We’d probably recommend other churches that
may be a better fit. Living the gospel is our priority.  

We have three simple rules when it comes to doctrine:
* In the essentials, unity. Our statement of faith outlines the essentials. 
* In the non-essentials, liberty.
* In everything, love.

Next the covenant says, 
 

"Placing myself under the spiritual direction and care of Cornerstone's pastors and elders (and then
a comma) 

This statement may feel scary if you've been hurt by past church leaders. If you’ve been hurt deeply, you
may need extra time to get to know our elders before you commit to membership. Talk to friends about
how the elders lead. Check out their reputation. Talk to individual elders. 

"Placing myself under the spiritual direction and care of Cornerstone's pastors and elders," is followed by 
four statements. If you're looking for the fine print of membership at Cornerstone, it's right here and on the
back page.  

1. I will share the gospel in word and deed.  (This is both playing the music of the gospel AND
speaking the words when appropriate.) Not everyone has the gift of evangelism but all of us are
ambassadors for Christ. We all have a story to tell about what Christ has done for us. Share the gospel. 

 
2. I will pursue Christ-centered relationships, making disciples of Jesus in everyday life. 
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Discipleship is not a manual or workbook. It’s not a YouTube video series. You need relationships.
Howie Hendricks used to say every follower of Christ needs a Paul, a Barnabus, and a Timothy in their
lives.  Someone you look up to as a mentor, someone who encourages you, and someone you are teaching.
We need all three. 

 
3. I will give the first part of my income to the Lord, recognizing that I am a steward of His
resources.

We celebrate giving because it is both an act of obedience and an important part of worship. Notice
there’s no percentage or amount, although if you’re looking for a place to start – 10% was the minimum
for God’s people throughout the scriptures. But if you choose 8% or some other amount that's between
you and the Lord.  If you give nothing, either you have no income or there is some issue blocking your
heart because Christ calls us to give.  

The bottom of the page lists some “core values kinds of things that keep us on-mission.” I’m going to skip
those and go to the back page, which is actually the fourth statement about Cornerstone membership. 

 
4. I will serve the Lord.  We probably should have printed that at the top. 

Serving in some capacity is so important we make it a requirement of membership. I know of several
people who do not come to Cornerstone because they just want to attend church and go home.  Some
churches may be happy to just have the seats full – and maybe some contributions. That’s not us. 

Every member serves – somewhere and you don’t start after you mature, you mature as you serve. The
place you serve doesn’t have to be at Cornerstone – could be in a community organization, a nonprofit
perhaps, Salvation Army, Young Life, Good News Health Clinic... Your place of service may even be
where you live... sitting in a chair – praying for people who don’t know Christ, praying for needs in the
church, praying for your church leaders, praying for missionaries. 

The opportunities to serve are limitless. Most of you are serving in more than one place. The check boxes
on this page list a number of ways to serve at Cornerstone. You can check more than one box. When you
check a box, whoever is leading that ministry will contact you within the next week or so to either confirm
that you’re already on the team or to plug you in. 

One area of urgent need right now is Communion Setup. We celebrate communion every two weeks.
Setting up means getting here early to fill the cups and prepare the plates of bread. In the last 12 months
half the people who were doing this moved away so Larry & Billie and Rick & Louise could use help. 

By the way, we love having young people serve as well. If you come early Sunday morning you’ll see
young people and older people serving side-by-side. It’s fantastic. And kids if you need ideas for ways you
can serve, Natalie compiled a sheet over there on the table.

A lot of things can go on the (Other) line.  Bringing treats for the Snack Table. You talk about an
important way to serve!  Some of you provide Elder meals several times a year. Trust me. That’s an
important one. Our elders meet three hours every Wednesday - and we start by having dinner together. 
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We want you to be specific in how you will serve. Don’t write, “wherever I’m needed.” That’s a cop out.
Whether your place of service is visible or behind the scenes, every role is important. 

There was one time when Jesus’ disciples got into an argument over who was the greatest. Who was top
dog. Jesus said, “Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever
wants to be first must be your slave,” (Matthew 20:26-27). Strong language but Jesus modeled it by
washing his disciples feet.  In serving you get lower. You push others up. You put others first. 

Back in 2013, a Spanish runner named Ivan Fernandez Anaya got a lot of attention for a 3000 meter
steeplechase race, which he lost. In losing the race, however, he demonstrated what it means to put others
first. Anaya was running second, some distance behind Kenyan runner Abel Mutai, who won a bronze at
the London Olympics. As the runners came to the final stretch, the Kenyan runner mistakenly pulled up
about 10 meters before the end, thinking he had just crossed the finish line.

Fernandez Anaya quickly caught up, but instead of exploiting Mutai's mistake, Anaya stayed behind Mutai
pointing, and, even pushing, the Kenyan to the finish line so he would cross first. 

That's the idea Jesus had in mind when he said if you want to be great, serve. 

If you’re ready to make or renew your covenant between you and the Lord, you can fill out the form and
we’ll collect them in just a bit.  But maybe you have questions or hesitations. Joel is going to come up to
give one more option. 

*********************************
Joel – 

1. What if you have questions about what’s involved in some area of serving?
2. What if you don’t know where to start or what you’d like to do?
3. Can you try something and then stop if it’s not working? 
4. Want to talk to an elder about starting something no one is currently doing? 
5. Want to get to know elders/pastors better? 

Stomping Grounds – bring covenants if you want. 
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