
Cornerstone
Barry Arnold
August 5, 2018

Called to Bless
1 Peter 3:8-12

Every culture has it’s favorite proverbs -- pithy statements that communicate folk
wisdom.

• An apple a day ... 
• The squeaky wheel ... (Especially true if you have hamsters in your bedroom

like I did growing up. Hamsters are nocturnal so night time is their favorite
time to exercise. I remember getting up many nights to go out in the kitchen,
and get a dab of Crisco grease to put on the metal axle of the hamster wheel.) 

• A picture is worth... 
• One man’s trash... (somebody said “a yard sale”)
• A watched pot... (especially when you’re camping. Ever notice that? Water

just doesn’t want to boil when you’re camping.) 

Proverbs have been around a long time. In fact there’s a whole book them in the
Bible - many from King Solomon 900 years before Christ. Some of Solomon’s
proverbs make great wall posters or cross stitch pieces. Here’s a good one.  

Proverbs 16:7 (NLT) When people's lives please the LORD, even their
enemies are at peace with them.  Isn’t that good? 

The English Standard Version keeps the Hebrew male pronoun but it renders the
statement even more emphatic. 

Proverbs 16:7 When a man's ways please the LORD, he makes (God
intervenes to make) even the man's enemies be at peace with him. 

It's a great promise isn't it? If you live right, God will see to it that those who
oppose you, for whatever reason, will back off. The problem is this proverb
doesn't always work. No proverb does. A proverb is something “generally true,”
“proverbially true.” You can’t take a proverb to the bank as a down payment
because apple eaters get sick too. Some squeaky wheels just wear out and fall off.
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Most trash goes in a landfill not an antique store. And countless people whose
ways have pleased the Lord have not won their enemies over. 

Such was the case for first century Christians in a part of the Roman Empire called
Asia Minor. These believers may well have looked to Proverbs 16:7 for
encouragement but their daily experience did not line up with that saying. 

God had not kept their adversaries at bay. He did not change the hearts of Roman
government officials. Christians did not get back confiscated homes. They weren’t
reinstated to jobs they had lost. As non-citizen aliens they were easy targets for
bigotry and Roman courts were no help because Christianity was not an approved
religion. 

One of Jesus’ original disciples, named Peter, helped start many of the churches in
this area of modern Turkey. He cared a lot about them and when he got word that
his friends were discouraged and struggling he sat down to write a letter to be read
and circulated among the churches of Asia Minor.

The letter, however, was not what you might expect. When someone is having a
difficult time you expect a letter to read, “Hang in there dear friends. God hasn’t
not forgotten you.”  Peter could have added, “Just like he delivered me. 
Remember when Herod threw Peter in prison during the Passover. He was chained
to two guards. There were more sentries guarding the prison door. 

But down the street a small group of believers was secretly praying for Peter’s
deliverance and God sent an angel to the prison. Peter’s chains fell off. The guards
were immobilized. The angel led Peter right out of the prison. Incredible story.
Peter could have written, “Stay faithful my friends. Keep praying. God will deliver
you.” 

But Peter’s letter doesn’t come close to that. Instead, Peter assumed that the
hardships would not stop. He didn’t quote Proverbs 16:7. He didn’t promise that
things would soon improve. I picture furrowed brows on the faces of Peter’s
readers as they read, 

“Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human authority. Even the
emperor.”  
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“Wait a minute. Go back. Did he say the emperor? Read that again.” 

“Slaves, submit to your masters, even if they are harsh?” Really? 

These were not easy words to read. Last week we covered a small section of
Peter’s letter about “submission in marriage.” That one jabs at our values. Who
submits in our society? Nobody! You don’t submit. You resist! Protest. Stand up
for your rights.

But Peter’s letter said, “God calls you to submit like Jesus, who surrendered all his
rights and submitted to the Father’s plan.” He is our model.  

What good could possibly come to Peter’s readers if they did what Peter said? And
what good could possibly come to us if we accepted difficult circumstances
instead of put up our dukes to fight? Passive acceptance is not the American way
at all. 

The verse at the end of last week’s passage serves as a bridge to our text for today.
Here is 1 Peter 3:8.

1 Peter 3:8 Finally (he’s not finishing the letter but summing up what’s he’s
just said. Finally,), all of you, be...

Be five things. Let’s look at them one at a time: 

1. Be like-minded
Work on being agreeable. Anybody can be crotchety and abrasive. Oneness of
heart takes a lot of work because unity does not mean uniformity. We’re not the
same. We can have differences. Peter not calling the church to sing in unison but
in harmony. 

Middle school band teachers are amazing people in my estimation. It’s enough of
a challenge just to get all those instruments in tune. And then to somehow get
every band member on every instrument to count and play the right notes at the
right time - that’s not easy. The band teacher at the East Orient schools is fantastic.
Unbelievable the change between the December concert and the May concert. 
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We each have a note to play and when we do it in grace-filled and unifying way –
it sounds pretty good. On the other hand all it takes is one or two church members
playing their own score – loudly - to create disharmony.  It takes maturity and
humility to be “like-minded.” 

# 2. Be sympathetic - literally, it means "to feel with someone." To come
alongside to rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 

It’s living out 1 Cor 12 where it says when one part of the body suffers, we all
suffer. Peter’s third command is to

3. Be loving.   Love one another (brotherly love)

You’ve heard the various Greek words for love. This is philadelphos an
affectionate friendship or the love of a sibling. It’s love that doesn’t give up easily. 

# 4.  Be compassionate. It’s what Paul had in mind when he wrote Ephesians
4:32. Be kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other. Be kind to
everyone – even people who disagree theologically with you.  Some of the
smartest conservative theologians come across as judgmental and unkind. That’s
not like Jesus. 

#5. Be humble
Literally "humble in spirit.” Not promoting yourself. We live in a selfie world.
Give me credit. I want the limelight. A humble person accepts how God has gifted
them and doesn’t need to show off.  Instead they work in improving how they
serve.

In verse 9, Peter mentions a sixth quality and then he expands on it.  Here’s verse
9. 

1 Peter 3:9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. 

Remember who’s writing. This is from the guy who lopped off the ear of the high
priest's servant when temple guards came to arrest Jesus. Peter has changed, he's
grown. 

1 Peter 3:9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the
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contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called.

Don’t miss this: If you repay evil with evil, if you feel compelled to get even, if
you exchange insults with someone online you have missed your calling as a child
of God. It’s that serious. Let me turn it into a life principle. 

# “As believers in Jesus Christ we are “called to bless.” 

That is our calling. Blessing people in the name of Jesus. People who like you.
People who don’t like you. People who see things like you do and people who
don’t. We are not called to judge. That’s God’s job. We are called to bless.  SS

Bless in spite of persecution. Bless the people who cause you grief. You may be
thinking that’s absurd. Who’s going to stop the thugs? 

Ah! Peter does not say evildoers should never be held to account. Back in chapter
two he says is the responsibility of government to punish evildoers. Peter prohibits
personal revenge and he lines up with Paul, who wrote in Romans 13, 

Romans 13:1 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that which God has established. The
authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently,
whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.

I cannot find any room in the Bible for Christians to hate the government.  In
America, Canada, and Australia there is a loose group of people who call
themselves “sovereign citizens." They see themselves as accountable only to their
interpretation of common law and not subject to any government statutes or
proceedings. I have a good friend who is a Sovereign Citizen and we’ve had long
conversations about it.  I understand his frustration and even his lack of trust in
our government but the Bible is pretty clear. The authorities that exist have been
established by God.  

You think Paul and Peter didn’t know about corruption, injustice and evil in
Rome? Were they naive? No, they were both unjustly arrested, they both served
prison time and it’s likely both died at the command of the emperor. Still both
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apostles insist that government has a legitimate purpose. And so did Jesus. Jesus
said to give Caesar the taxes due Caesar. He said that knowing that most of his 12
disciples would eventually die at the hands of the godless Roman regime. 

It’s not up to us to repay evildoers. It’s the job of government and where
governments fail, God is an ultimate backstop. We are called to bless people who
make life easy for us as well as those who make life difficult. 

What does it mean to bless? How do you “bless” someone who doesn’t even like
you. When I was a child I remember deciding I would never use the word “bless”
because Christians used it all the time and I didn’t know what it meant. 

You’ve probably seen a wall plaque like this one. Bless this house. What’s that
mean? About the only time most people use the word bless is when someone
sneezes. “Bless you!” That’s an interesting one. In German you say, “Gesundheit.”
The phrase originated in old Europe.  Ask Alexa about it when you get home. 

 
The best definition of a blessing comes from Numbers chapter 6, where God told
Israelite priests to bless the people with these words: 

Num. 6:24-26 The LORD bless you and keep you; (this is Hebrew poetry
and the next two lines explain the first). 
The LORD bless you and keep you. (Here’s what it means.) 
the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; (okay,

makes sense)
the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace. Good. 

So to bless is to ask God to show favor. 
What kind of favor does an unbeliever most need from God? 
• They need to know God exists. He’s real. 
• They need to know God loves them. 
• They need to know they can have sins forgiven. 
• They need to know God offers a better, more purposeful life for them. 
• They need to know they can be assured of heaven. 

I like what Dallas Willard wrote about blessings in his book, Living in Christ’s
Presence. 
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“Blessing is the projection of good into the life of another. It isn’t just words.
It’s the actual putting forth of your will for the good of another person. It
always involves God, because when you will the good of another person, you
realize only God is capable of bringing that.” 

You cannot bless someone with your jaw clenched. It’s easy to bless your friends.
Easy to bless the people who smile at you.  How about blessing the boss who is
critical of your work? How about blessing government officials who just seem to
make your life more complicated? Bless the people who gossip about you and call
you names because of your faith. Bless them. 

Quite frankly, this business of being called to bless is a much higher calling than
any of us can accomplish on our own. It takes the constant restraining and guiding
power of the Holy Spirit and the love of Christ to keep us from taking matters into
our own hands. Could you get even? Probably. But don’t do it or you forfeit your
calling. 

At the end of verse 9 Peter adds some frosting to the command. “If you bless
others, you will inherit a blessing.”Sometimes that blessing will come from
another human, sometimes it will come from God. 

In verse 10 Peter recalls an Old Testament example of someone who blessed an
adversary. Peter selected Psalm 34 for a very specific reason. 

The title of Psalm 34 – which was part of the inspired Hebrew text–  is this: Of
David, when he changed his behavior before Abimelech, so that he drove him
out, and he went away. You wonder what does that rather bizarre story have to
do with blessing! 

David composed the psalm in a time of extreme duress. Although anointed by
Samuel as the next king of Israel, instead of taking the throne, David found
himself on the run. Saul started out well but then his ego got the best of him.
Again and again he made decisions without consulting Samuel, the prophet of
God. Samuel finally gave up and God withdrew his blessing from Saul. 

The picture the Bible paints of Saul is a leader full of himself and desperate to
hold onto power. After David killed Goliath the people made up a song that
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praised two national heros, David and Saul but David got top billing.  

Saul has killed his thousands
And David his ten thousands. 

The song quickly hit the top of the charts. Every radio station was playing it and
boom boxes and voices singing the song filtered through the windows of Saul’s
palace. The lyrics infuriated Saul so much he decided he would kill David. 

David, meanwhile, had determined that he would not take the throne by force. If
God wanted him to be king, God would have to make it happen. David submitted
to Saul’s leadership, David submitted to God’s timing and he continued to do his
best to respect Saul under the most unfair circumstances.  

That’s why Peter chose this psalm. David was called to bless Saul.  Just like David
Peter’s readers were called to bless unjust and malicious leaders over them. 

In order to survive, David fled to the wilderness. He hid in caves as he dodged
Saul’s search parties. It got so dangerous for David that he had to get out of Saul’s
territory completely.  Disguising himself, he fled to Gath, a Philistine city –
ironically, the hometown of Goliath.  

The disguise didn’t work. Someone recognized David so David had to pretend to
be insane so that the king of Gath would brush him off as a madman. Horrible,
desperate situation.

David chose to submit to an unqualified, unrepentant, power-crazed king. If David
could do it, we can do it too. Peter’s readers knew the end of David’s story. They
knew how God rewarded his determination to bless Saul. 

David’s psalm begins with these words, 

Psalm 34:1 I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually
be in my mouth.

In the most difficult of times and under the most unfair circumstances David
refused to badmouth Saul. Instead he used his tongue to bless God and to bless
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Saul. Peter couldn't have picked a better example. 

1 Peter 3:10 For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep
their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. 11 They must
turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it.

This is not easy, especially when you’re online. I resolved several years ago to
never spend more time reading comments about a news article than reading the
article itself. It is shocking how quickly comments turn viciously personal and
hateful. 

 
The video of my 1989 airplane engine failure and emergency landing, which,
incidentally, happened 29 years ago today, that YouTube video has been seen
more than a million times now and I’ve responded to almost 2000 people who left
comments. Usually just a brief response. 

But there were a couple hundred more comments that I just deleted and I blocked
the people who submitted them because they were just vile and hateful. They
raged that I was a irresponsible dad and a careless pilot flying an unmaintained
airplane into territory I didn’t know without a flight plan. None of which was true. 

Before you type a reply or a comment, ask yourself, “Is this comment part of my
calling as a child of God?” Bambi’s mother was right. Don’t bait others online –
and don’t take the bait someone else puts out. It’s not your calling. 

A couple weeks ago I got a part on eBay for one of my ham radio antennas at
Vicki’s Villa. The listing said fast shipping. The guy didn’t ship it for over a week.
When I saw that my first thought was I should give him negative feedback. And
then I thought, “Why? For what purpose? I don’t need the part until September!  

Is it really part of my calling to criticize a guy in Florida who was slow to get to
the Post office? We’re called to bless. And for all I know maybe the guy’s wife
was in the hospital. Would I rather he spend time with his wife in the hospital or
mail my little gizmo? 

Think about your calling. Give grace. Give space. Give the benefit of the doubt
when you don’t have all the facts (and you rarely do). Verse 10 again.
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1 Peter 3:10 For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep
their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. 11 They must
turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. 

Now look at verse 12. 

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous (not just that God sees but
he is looking after) the ones who bless others and his ears are attentive to
their prayer (prayers of blessing, even on people who are not nice), but the
face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

See, ultimately, if someone unjustly accuses or opposes you in some way it’s not
you they should worry about but the Lord. God can take care of them. Let God do
what only God is qualified to do. 

You are called to bless. 
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