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Welcome everyone, especially you who are here because Resurrection Day is a significant day. 
Christmas gets more attention and the fact that God became human is worth celebrating. Whether
Christmas is the exact day of Christ’s birth or not we know the Son of God entered the world as a
baby and he grew up like every other child – except that he was sinless. Never stole a cookie,
never punched a friend in anger, never looked at someone else’s test paper for an answer. 

At about 30 years old Jesus started preaching and doing miracles around the area where he grew
up.  For three years he traveled healing and building a reputation. 
• He gave eyesight to blind people, 
• he took a boys’ lunch and fed more than 5000 people, 
• he made water into wine, 
• he calmed rough water with just a word and 
• he even brought dead people back to life. He did that three different times. 

He was certainly not a normal rabbi. The Jewish religious leaders called Pharisees and Sadducees
saw Jesus as a threat to their power and wealth. Jesus angered them more when he exposed their
hypocrisy claimed to be the Messiah, the savior that the Jewish scriptures predicted.  

No one understood when he said the reason he was on earth was to give his life. From eternity
past it had been God’s plan for Jesus to be the perfect, sinless sacrifice that would once an for all
pay the penalty for human sin. 

The Pharisees went apoplectic when Jesus said he was God’s son. They called it blasphemy and
they plotted to kill him. They arrested him during Passover week. They condemned him to death
in a show-trial and the Roman governor, Pilate, ordered his crucifixion. 

But we are here because the story didn’t end at the cross. Instead of being the end, Good Friday
was just the beginning.  On the Sunday following Jesus’ execution the tomb where Jesus’ body
had been laid – the tomb that Roman soldiers guarded to eliminate any attempt to steal away
Jesus body – that tomb was empty. Today is Resurrection Day plus almost 2000 years.  

In the Bible three different 1st century authors chronicled the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
Matthew, Mark, and Luke were published 20 or 30 years after Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Copies of those accounts were circulated all over the century Mediterranean world when there
were still thousands of people alive who could attest to Jesus miracles and teaching. 

“Yes,” they could say, “I was there when that happened. I drank the wine he made from water. I
ate the lunch he multiplied, my brother was healed of Parkinsons, my uncle was banned to a leper
colony but Jesus healed him. Instantly.” Matthew, Mark, and Luke contain most of the same
stories. 



One of Jesus disciples, however, a man named John, who was probably in his early 20's when he
followed Jesus – John waited another three decades to write his account of Jesus life. John wrote
not to correct Matthew, Mark, or Luke but to give additional material and an inside perspective.
John was, after all, Jesus’ closest friend. 

We have been studying John’s gospel ever since last October. This morning we’re going to leap
ahead to John chapter 20, where John writes about Resurrection morning. We’ll go back next
week to pick up where we left off. 
 
John gives more details about Resurrection Morning than any other gospel writer. I’d like to read
with you with you some of John’s story.  Stand if you are able and we will read the first 18 verses
of John 20.  I’ll read a section and then you read the following section. We’ll go back and forth,
okay?  I’ll start. 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  

So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said,
"They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!" 

So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in
at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in.

 
Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the
strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus' head.
The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen.

Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw
and believed.  (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise
from the dead.)  Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 

Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head
and the other at the foot.

They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away,"
she said, "and I don't know where they have put him."  At this, she turned around
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.

He asked her, "Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he
was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put
him, and I will get him."



Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic,
"Rabboni!" (which means "Teacher"). Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have
not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she
told them that he had said these things to her.

Thank you. You may be seated. May God add his blessing to the reading of the gospel. 

It’s a story we never get tired of because it’s so good! At the end of chapter 20 John says the
resurrection proved that Jesus was who he claimed to be, and, second, anyone who believes
Jesus’ words gets a new life. 

John 20:31 These (words) are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

To believe in Jesus Christ is to be changed by him.  In the section we just read together several
people believed. We’ll talk about them and then we’ll also look at a fourth person with whom
you may identify even more than the first three.

The first and most prominent character in the story other than Jesus is Mary Magdalene. She
lived in a time when the status of women in society was lower than men. Women could not be
called as witnesses in court because they were thought to be unreliable – just a little sexist, don’t
you think? Women are still considered inferior in the Muslim world.  All four gospel writers
honor Mary Magdalene. Jesus had a very high view of women.  This was radical in the 1st

century.

Mary got her name because she was from Magdala.  Once troubled by demons, Jesus delivered
her and she began traveling with Jesus and his disciples. She and other women probably prepared
food and arranged lodging for the group.  
  
Mary Magdalene must have been a strong woman. She was at the cross Jesus’ when most of
Jesus male disciples were nowhere to be seen. There along with Mary the mother of Jesus, she
wasn’t intimidated or deterred by the Pharisees or Roman soldiers. Mary Magdalene was the first
to visit Jesus’ tomb – and she went alone! Surely she knew about the Roman guard that had been
posted. 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke talk about her coming with a group of women. But that was her second
trip. Only John tells about Mary getting up in the wee hours of the morning. Maybe she had been
laying awake all night. She got up while it was still pitch black and started toward the tomb.

When she arrived, she could see, even in the darkness, that the large stone covering the entrance
had been moved. That confirmed her worst fears. Grave robbing was a very common crime in



those days. Thieves would spy on funeral processions and then go steal the expensive spices and
linen cloths used in preparing bodies for burial. The crime became so widespread that the Roman
Emperor Claudius made grave robbing a capital crime. 

The big rolling stones positioned at the entrances of tombs were designed to be doorways
because one tomb might eventually hold the bones of a dozen family members or more. The
stones were moveable but they were heavy and designed to not make it easy. Often the stones
were positioned in an inclined trough so they would naturally roll down to block the entrance. 

We don’t know what Mary intended to do on this pre-dawn visit. She had already made plans
with some other women to complete what had been a rushed process of preparing Jesus’ body for
burial late Friday afternoon.   

The Jewish Sabbath started at sundown Friday and bodies had to be buried by then. If Jesus died
at 3 pm, Joseph of Aramathea and Nicodemus didn’t have much time to get permission to take
possession of Jesus body, gather 75-100 pounds of burial spices and herbs – along with linen
cloth – transport Jesus’ body to the tomb and prepare it for burial. It was definitely a rush job and
most likely not complete by the darkness came.

When Mary Magdalene found Jesus’ tomb open, she hurried to tell Jesus’ most prominent
disciples, Peter and John. 

John 20:2  So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus
loved (this is John but he never names himself), Mary said, "They have taken the Lord
out of the tomb, and we don't know where they (grave robbers or Jesus enemies – we
don’t know where they) have put him!" 3 So Peter and (John) started for the tomb. 4
Both were running, but the other disciple (John – he’s writing in third person, John)
outran Peter and reached the tomb first.

John was at least 20 years younger than Peter. It would be like if Kerry Jeffries and Jeff Long
were to sprint from here to Gordon Russell. Kerry’s in decent shape but Jeff would probably get
there first. While John was waiting for his old fisherman friend to catch up, verse 5,

John 20:5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go
in.

Hmmm. No body and what John saw did look at all like a robbery. Everything neat and orderly –
and the expensive linens still there, also the burial spices and herbs.

John 20:6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the
tomb. He saw (the Greek word is the word from which we get the English word
“theater.” Peter took a long look at) the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth
that had been wrapped around Jesus' head. The cloth was still lying in its place,
separate from the linen.



It doesn’t say what Peter was thinking but he had to be reflecting on his denial of Jesus, the trial,
the crucifixion – and what now? Verse 8

8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first (John just had to mention
it one more time – I), also went inside. (I) saw and believed.  

He got it. “Peter, don’t you see? No one did anything with the body. It went right through the
grave clothes.  Jesus is risen.  He’s alive!” That was John’s conclusion 

but the next verse says neither John nor Peter connected what had happened with Old Testament
prophecies – that didn’t happen until quite a bit later. I think it’s safe to assume that Peter wanted
to believe but he was a mess.  Luke tells us that when Peter left the tomb he “went away
wondering to himself what had happened.” 

John and Peter went back and told the other disciples their finding. Meanwhile, Mary Magalene
was back at the tomb – she must have trailed behind Peter and John and she may have even gone
a different route. In any case she was still ahead of the group of women, who planned to finish
preparing Jesus body for burial. 

On her second trip Mary Magdalene got the honor of seeing Jesus first. Verse 11

John 20:11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. 

It was more than just crying. It’s the same word used to describe the mourners at Lazarus’ grave.
It was a death wail that comes from the depths of a broken heart. Not only had Mary watched
Jesus die, now she was denied the opportunity to put him away properly and she could not bear
to imagine what Jesus’ enemies had done to his body.  

As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb  12 and saw two angels in white,
seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.  13
They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away,"
she said, "and I don't know where they have put him."

Saint John Chrysostom in his 4th century commentary suggests that one of the angels motioned
for Mary to turn around. Verse 14

John 20:14  At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not
realize that it was Jesus.  (She probably was not looking directly at him as she sobbed.)
15 He asked her, "Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?"
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
where you have put him, and I will get him."  16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." She
turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means
"Teacher").

At that she must have thrown her arms around Jesus clinging to him for fear that if she let go, he



would disappear again.” Jesus reassures her in verse 17. 

John 20:17 Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the
Father (I’m not leaving right away. We have time. As a matter of fact it would be more
than a month before he ascended to his Father. You can let go.)  Go instead to my
brothers and tell them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God
and your God.'" 

Things were different. Jesus had a new glorified body that could penetrate walls and move
without walking. We’ll see an example in the next few verses but before we go there. 

If Jesus was a famous person today and was about to make a grand entrance do you think he
would have appeared first to Mary Magdalene?  No, he’d have scheduled a news conference. He
would have rented a theater, invite dignitaries to make sure he got maximum exposure. But Jesus
never operated that way.

Jesus was not impressed with what many people are impressed by today. Born in a manger, he
grew up in a backwoods village.  At his birth, when God put a sign in the sky that kings from the
east followed, remember where the wise men first looked for Jesus?  Herod’s palace of course.
But he wasn’t there and at that time Herod had never heard of Jesus.  

All through his life Jesus was with common people. Self-aggrandizing politicians and religious
leaders never impressed him, although they tried.  Last Sunday Jonathan read from Jesus’ sermon
on the mount, where Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor. Blessed are those who don’t puff
themselves up.  Blessed are the people who understand they no better than anyone else.” 

It’s been said that the ground at the foot of the cross is level. There’s no viewing platform for
pastor-types. No elevated stage for people who grew up in a Christian homes.  We’re all on the
same level, you and me and Mary Magdalene, and lepers, and people with HIV and homeless
people and people who identify as LGBTQ. 

Jesus has no celebrities among his disciples. His true followers realize they’re not that great. The
point is you don’t have to be something for God to love you and offer forgiveness. The Lord
delights in changing ordinary people into children of God. Every one of us starts out as a sinner
who needs a savior. 

John 20:18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the
Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her.

Talk about an emotional roller-coaster. What a day it had been for all of them, especially Mary.
As exciting as it was, the disciples were still confused and afraid. That’s the way it is, isn’t it?
You go to church or to a youth retreat, or a Christian concert – you experience a spiritual high.
The buzz is great.

After a spiritual high you’re still you. You still have the same family. You still need a job. You



still miss your Mom who died too young. You still have the same face, the same hair. You still
don’t like math. You still struggle with your parents. You still have the same body and the same
doubts plague you. You still have the same habits. 

Even after hearing Mary’s report, the disciples knew they were still on the Pharisees most wanted
list. Jesus’ resurrection didn’t change the fact that they were afraid for their lives. They’re behind
a locked door trying to come up with a strategy, when suddenly, Jesus was standing with them
and no one had opened the door. Verse 19.

John 20:19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, "Peace be with you!"  20 After he said this, he showed them
his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  21 Again
Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."

To carry his message everywhere.  But not all the disciples saw Jesus. Judas had committed
suicide and another disciple, Thomas was absent. 

For whatever reasons, Thomas needed to be alone. Some people process by pouring out their
hearts to friends. Not Thomas. It’s not that he was weak. He wasn’t a coward. Remember he’s
the disciple who said, “Let’s go die with Jesus” when they were going to Lazarus’ tomb. No,
Thomas just needed some time alone – and this caused him to miss Jesus’ appearance.  

When the other disciples said, “Thomas, we’ve seen the Lord,” he wasn’t so sure.  Look down to
verse 25

 John 20:25 But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put
my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe." 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace
be with you!"  27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."  28
Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"

He believed. 

John 20:29 Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."

Believe that God loves you just the way you are. You don’t have to have it all figured out.  None
of the disciples understood it all – not even John. 

The great thing is that when you trust Christ – even a little – Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to live in
you (we skipped over some verses that talked about this). The Holy Spirit will guide you,



encourage you and help you understand. 


