
Cornerstone Community Groups Discussion Questions
Week of March 10, 2019  Lesson Four - John 11:1-44

Optional Discussion Starters: What food should never be eaten in public? What’s the
most expensive thing you’ve broken or lost? What’s the purpose of art in society?

1. Matthew, Mark, and Luke record many miracles of Jesus but John only 7. What are they? 
a. John 2 – 
b. John 4 – 
c. John 5 –
d. John 6 – 

e. John 6 – 
f. John 9 –
g. John 11 – 

 2. Why does John include the seven miracles, which he calls signs (John 20:30-31)? 
 
Read John 11:1-16 (Preparation for the miracle)
3. After hearing about Lazarus’ illness, Jesus delayed his departure two more days. Then he said

Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there... Why would he have said such a
thing?

4. What is something you’ve been praying about for a long time without a clear answer from the
Lord? How difficult is it to maintain hope? 

5. Was Thomas out of line with his v.16 statement? Was it faith or a lack of faith? 

6. How are verses 9-10 a reasonable response to the disciples’ concern for safety (v. 8)? 

Read John 11:17-37 (Jesus’ arrival)
7. Martha went out to meet Jesus but not Mary (v.20). Why do you think Mary stayed home?

(Verses 28-29 may provide a hint.) 

8. In verse 27 Martha affirms that Jesus is Messiah, therefore, he can do anything. So, why didn’t
she ask Jesus to raise her brother from the dead? 

9. Jesus says (v.25,26) “even though he dies...will never die.” Which is it? What is Jesus saying and
how should this impact how we live and how we face death?

10. Verse 33 says Jesus was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. What does that tell us about Jesus? 

11. Mary and Martha both lamented that if Jesus had been there, Lazarus would not have died. Why
were some of the mourners also critical of Jesus (v. 36-37)? 

Read John 11:38-44 (The miracle)
12. John doesn’t describe the reunion between Lazarus and his sisters. What do you think Lazarus

was thinking?

13. What else impressed you in this story? 


