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We have begun to study the gospel account of the dear friend of Jesus named John. The past two 

weeks we have looked at the apostle John’s introduction, the good news of Jesus coming as God in 

flesh, the messiah and king come to ransom a people in slavery to sin. John has compared Jesus to 

a light that has come into a dark world, but people won’t get it he says, they won’t understand, 

they won’t see Jesus for who he is and that sets up the rest of the story of Jesus’ life in the book of 

John. Even the first story of John the Baptist, he says I didn’t get it on my own but something 

happened, I once was blind but now I see and testify that Jesus is the Son of God.  

Today we will look at two more stories of Jesus calling the first disciples and see that what 

begins this process of going from darkness to light, to being able to see Jesus, is the fact that 

Jesus first sees you.  No matter where you are in life, God sees you and is calling you to 

come… and see this morning!   

 John gives us two stories of Jesus that I’m titling.   

  I see you Peter in verses 35-42  

  I see you Nathanael in verses 43-51 

If you have your Bibles open them to the gospel according to John chapter 1.  

 

How many of you have lived in the Gresham area all your life? How many of you have moved to 

this area?  

I’m a transplant from the East, really a transplant from all over. It was Barry’s encouragement for 

me to move here to pursue my bride that led me to move here in December of 2000. I threw 

everything I owned into the back of my car and made the drive from Chicago to Portland. I knew a 

few people when I got here, but this was a whole new world. Imagine this, I’d go to Fred Meyer 

and not one person would say ‘oh hi Joel!’ or see me or recognize me. I wouldn’t bump into one 

person I knew all day long. No one knew me, and so it often felt like no one saw me either. 

Everyone was busily going about their day, greeting friends, chatting with people they knew but 

not me.  

I ended up getting a job for the YMCA as an after-school site director for Vestal 

Elementary down next to Multnomah University in Portland. I worked in a portable 

behind the school and watched between 12-15 kids a day for up to 8 hours.  

One of my favorite kids was a kindergartner named Jared. Now Jared had a 

speech impediment and was twice the size of the other kids his age. Every 

day, at lunch Jared would look at what I had, and we had the same 

conversation. “What do you have for lunch Mr. Joel?” whatever it was he 

would always say “oh that’s my favorite, I wish I had some …” and I’d tell 

him Jared you need to eat your own food buddy!  
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I often had to get creative in the portable because of all the rain so sometimes we would 

play hide and seek, it was a favorite of the kids. Jared would hide where he couldn’t see you 

but often his legs or backside would be sticking out. He thought, if I can’t see you, you 

can’t see me. So, I’d pretend to have a hard time finding him and he’d laugh, and I’d tell 

him I see you! Only to do it all over again and again. I see you Jared.  

I only remember having to discipline Jared once, he was such a kind, soft hearted 

boy. After I corrected him that one time, he began to cry and so the other children 

began to ask him why are you crying? He told them, “I’m not crying, my eyes are 

sweating.” He didn’t want to be seen at that moment, but I saw him, just as clear as 

when we played hide and seek. He had messed up and it broke his heart, so I called 

him to my desk and reassured him and told him how much I like him and that he 

was doing ok, that I see him.   

I think as people we are often like Jared before the Lord. God sees each of you even when you 

think you are hiding from him, not wanting to be found and when you are alone and hurting. 

God sees you today no matter where you are or what your circumstances. That’s what we will see 

in our text today in the gospel according to John. We will look at 2 stories of Jesus first seeing 

Peter and then Nathanael and the invitation for them to come and see. Let’s look at our first story 

of Jesus seeing Peter for who he will be. Watch how John uses the idea of seeing in this story.  

John 1: 35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked 

at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 

him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to 

them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), 

“where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and 

saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth 

hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon 

Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found 

the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and 

said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).  

Simon, a fisherman follows his brother Andrew to meet someone who Andrew says is the 

Messiah, the king. What do you think Simon expected when he came near Jesus? People 

are talking about Jesus, he’s the coming king, his popularity is growing, even more than 

John the Baptist. Who is Simon, ever hear of him? Nope. It would be like your friend 

saying I found Tom Hanks at Black Rock Coffee, hurry let’s go. And you get there and 

Tom Hanks with a crowd of people around him, looks right at you and says, ‘hi Paul’, ‘hi 

Amy’ you’re amazing and you’re going to do incredible things, but this is even more 

shocking because this is Jesus!  

Simon approaches him, and it says that Jesus looks right at him. I see you Simon, but what 

I see is what you will be in me as the Spirit works in your life to make you a leader of the 

church. Before me is this brass, overconfident, scared, foolish, young man but I see you for 
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what you will be. He didn’t say, boy Simon you have a long way to go, why don’t you work 

on yourself a little and come back when you are ready, more mature and prepared.  

 God sees you for what you will be in Him rather than all your shortcoming now. 

He sees you today not as that 7th grader but as the missionary that you will be one 

day. He looks at you and calls you out as the person that will give your whole life 

for the cause of Christ.  

He sees you that tired mother as the one that leaves a godly heritage and faithful 

prayer life that you pass on to your children and grandchildren, so be that today.  

He sees you, that broken man as the generation changer in your family. 

Christ sees you for who you will be in Him and calls you to start living in that 

identity now.  

Maybe we should start looking at the people around us with the eyes of Christ as 

well. Not for where they are but who they will become in Christ.  

Jesus sees Peter for who he really is long before he becomes the leader of the church. Jesus sees 

clearly but there is a different process that we often go through before we can see Jesus clearly for 

who he is. 

Often the process goes something like this, maybe this has been your experience. You hear 

some testimony, someone sharing their story and experience pointing to Jesus. From that 

testimony you may investigate further, read your Bible, ask more questions, and watch the 

life of believers before you actually see Jesus for who he is and put your faith in Him.   

This is the process that John is describing in two stories back to back. Each of these two 

stories begin with “The next day”, putting them all side by side, do you see that?  

John 1: 29, 35, 43  

  Let’s walk through this process together.   

John the Baptist is standing there with two of his disciples and gives the same 

sermon he had given the day before, “Behold, look with your eyes, there is the lamb 

of God!” And what do the disciples do? Do they see Jesus for who he is and follow 

him? Nope, it says when they heard John say this they followed Jesus. John’s 

message, ‘look!’ but it says they ‘heard’ the message and start walking after Jesus. 

Jesus turns around and asks, what are you seeking or what are you looking for? The 

disciples don’t say, the king or the messiah, God’s son, the Lamb of God. They 

answer his question with a question. Where are you staying? They were looking for 

evidence or signs of who Jesus was. They had heard the testimony and took a step 

forward to investigate the claim. We need to get close and see the evidence, the 

signs. And how does Jesus respond? Come and you will see.  



 

4 

 

COME… AND SEE!                      JOHN 1:35-51                         OCTOBER 14, 2018 

It’s more than just come, and you’ll see where I am sleeping tonight, where I eat. 

They had stepped out based on the testimony of John to see with their own eyes the 

evidence of who Jesus is and Jesus says come you will see! You will go from darkness 

to light, from being blind to seeing.  

A testimony, a witness, a story that causes them to investigate further and their eyes 

are open, so they can see who Jesus really is. Jesus uses ordinary people to bring 

others to himself. Are you pointing people to Jesus?  

Silver 2007 manual drive Toyota Camry’s are the best car out there. They have the 

power and comfort in the drive and safety and room to drive your whole family 

while still having great gas mileage. You may not believe me, so after service please 

come take a ride in my car and you’ll see, I’ll even let you drive. If you honestly take 

me up on that offer and drive my silver 2007 Toyota Camry around the block, for 

the next week you will see all the silver 

2007 Camry’s in Gresham and there 

are quite a lot of them. Mostly driven 

by older people. But if I had not told 

you that 2007 Silver Camry’s are the 

best you could very well go all next 

week without ever seeing one, even 

though they are all around you.  

In the same way Jesus is active in our schools and workplaces, in our 

neighborhoods and if we keep silent we may miss the opportunity to point others 

to Him to begin the process of them seeing. People are in darkness all around you 

and sometimes it just takes you sharing a testimony and letting them investigate 

before they come to the point where they can see Jesus for who he really is.  

Now let’s look at our second story today. Jesus heads out to Galilee and finds Philip and 

says follow me. Philip goes and finds Nathanael and just like Andrew does with Peter, he 

said we found him, the messiah, come and see! And once again Jesus sees Nathaniel long 

before Nathaniel can ever see Jesus. 

Look once again how John is using this picture of looking and seeing.  

 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 

“Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in 

the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” – the 

funny thing is that it’s actually Jesus who has found Philip, Philip found Jesus only 

after Jesus found him. I think John was smiling as he wrote this. It is only because 

Jesus first sees us that we can see him. 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything 
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good come out of Nazareth?” Wow that is judgmental but just like Peter, Jesus will 

see Nathanael for what he will be in Him! By the way, Nazareth was from the 

Hebrew word for stick, so it was literally ‘stick town’. Philip said to him, “Come 

and see.” – looking for evidence? Take a step forward and come and see.  47 Jesus 

saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in 

whom there is no deceit!” – I see you Nathanael.  

48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before 

Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael 

answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus 

answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 

You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending 

on the Son of Man.”  

Angels going up and down on the son of man is an Old Testament 

reference and illusion to a place where heaven and earth are reunited and 

the Lord reigns as the king with power and authority. He is saying that 

Nathanael will see Jesus as king in power.  

Jesus tells Nathanael because I saw you, because your friend Philip testified 

about me and you came, you will see me for who I really am. It may take 

some time but keep stepping forward, keep leaning in and investigating for 

yourself.  

Once again Jesus sees Nathanael clearly under the fig tree. That’s a bit of an odd place to 

see him. Why not I saw you when you were eating breakfast this morning or when you 

were studying in synagogue?  

Why does Jesus make it a point that he saw him under the fig tree? And he never 

tells us, in fact he doesn’t say he told anybody so what was he doing under the fig 

tree? We won’t ever know, that was between Nathanael and Jesus. But there is some 

powerful Jewish imagery in the picture of a fig tree.  

Adam and Even in the garden of Eden take the forbidden fruit and are left 

naked and ashamed so they take fig leaves and cover their shame.  

Gen. 3: 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 

naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 

The fig leaves covered over sin and shame.  

But…  

The fig tree is often used as a picture of Israel as well especially by the 

prophets but even Jesus used it as an illustration of Israel in parables.  
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It’s used in the prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah and Hosea as a picture of 

Israel and in Micah it talks about Jerusalem as this place where God will 

come and rule and there will be peace. It says this.  

Micah 4:4  

     4  but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree,  

and no one shall make them afraid,  

for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken. 

  

Perhaps Nathanael was sitting under the fig tree because he was reflecting on the 

promise in Micah that when the Christ would come to Jerusalem to rule every 

nation would come and instead of swords there would be farming equipment and 

things would be at peace as they were meant to be.  

Is that what Jesus meant by seeing Nathanael under the fig tree? I don’t 

know. There is a bit of a mystery here but what we do know is that no 

matter if it was a place Nathanael was hiding to cover his sin and shame or 

trying to be good enough, to will the kingdom of God to come. Whether 

good or bad, Jesus saw through it to him.  

Maybe that is you this morning? You may be stuck in a sin this morning, some addiction or 

lie that you keep feeding people but it’s wearing you out. You are defensive and hiding 

because you don’t want anyone to know the real you, maybe you think no one will accept 

you. I have to tell you that Jesus sees you in that situation and invites you to come and have 

your eyes opened, be forgiven and free.   

You may be a really good person, you haven’t done anything wrong and in fact you 

volunteer for everything, give lots of your money to help the poor, pick up trash on the side 

of the road but even through all those good works this story teaches us that Jesus sees you 

for who you are and will be in Christ and invites you to come and see.  

 I’d like to end by asking which person in our story do you most closely relate to?  

Maybe you are just hearing the message that Jesus is the messiah, the king, God in flesh 

and you need to take a step forward and begin to experience and investigate yourself. 

Maybe you have heard the message, have weighted the options and you need to have your 

eyes opened and see Jesus for who he really is. You may be that person who has heard and 

believed but you don’t tell anyone about him. You don’t point others to Jesus and share 

your story and you need to, this week with your classmate or coworker or maybe even a 

family member. You need to give the message – Look! And that may be the first step of 

them going from darkness to light, from blind to being able to see.  


