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John 1:1-18

This morning we’re launching what we expect to be the longest sermon series we’ve ever done. We’re
beginning the Gospel of John. We have studied Mark’s gospel a couple different times and we’ve covered
parts of Matthew in sermons, but we’ve never tackled the gospel of John and the main reason is its length.
It’s not only long but it is repetitive. John has some favorite themes that he hits again and again so it’s
easy to get bogged down studying it. 

We plan to spend between 26 and 30 weeks studying John and if you’ve never studied it in depth before, I
think you’ll find it to be a gold mine! Most of what’s in John is not found in the other Gospels so to not
study John is to miss a lot of Jesus’ life!

(PPT)
Four gospels tell the story of Jesus birth, youth, ministry, teachings, miracles, death, and resurrection.
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, are known as the Synoptic Gospels because they are pretty much synchronized
in the sequence of events. Many times the wording is identical. But the Gospel of John is in a class by
itself. 

This morning I want to introduce the book and also overview the first 18 verses.  Here’s where we’re
going:

(PPT)
I. Author – I want to talk quite a bit about John. He doesn’t fit the fishermen disciple stereotype. His

dad was a Sea of Galilee fisherman but they were not poor.  His family was actually middle/upper
class. We’ll look at the evidence for that. Then we’ll ask 

II. Why another gospel? Matthew, Mark, Luke were all written about 25 years after Jesus death and
resurrection. Many other eyewitnesses, who could verify what they wrote, were still alive. Why did
John, more than three decades later, near the end of his life – why did John feel compelled to write
a fourth account of Jesus’ life? 

III. Then we’ll overview what called The Prologue (John 1:1-18)

(PPT) Let’s first talk about John. 
I. Author  
In the 15th century  Leonardo da Vinci painted this mural of the Last Supper. Currently housed in a
refectory in Italy the painting is one of da Vinci’s most famous works. Interestingly, the painting was a
failed experiment. Unlike traditional frescoes, which Renaissance masters painted on wet plaster walls,
with this painting da Vinci tried using tempura paint on a dry, sealed plaster wall. It did not work. Even
before he finished da Vinci had to repair paint that was flaking off the wall. In fact what we see to day is
the result of many restorations. Da Vinci’s original brush strokes have long since disappeared. 

In this picture Da Vinci wanted to show was the shock among the Twelve Disciples when at the Last
Super Jesus dropped the bombshell that one of them would betray him. In the painting you can see the
men reacting to the news with different degrees of horror, anger and shock.  Where is Judas! Can you find
him? (Pause)

((PPPPTT))
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Judas is second to the left of Jesus. He’s clutching a small bag in his right hand, no doubt symbolizing his
weakness for money and the 30 pieces of silver he would receive for betraying Jesus. Judas had knocked
over the salt container. That was a symbol of bad luck. His head is lower in the picture than anyone else’s,
and he’s the only character whose face is in a shadow.

(PPT)
Behind Judas is gray-bearded Peter – with his furrowed brow he’s not hard to recognize. So where is the
disciple John? Believe it or not, John is the effeminate-looking person Peter is talking to. Long fair hair,
he looks like a woman. John was much younger than Peter and for some reason it was common during the
Renaissance for artists to feminize young male converts to Christianity. Don’t know why but it was quite
common. With all due respect to da Vinci, that is not John, the disciple of Jesus. Discard completely the
da Vinci portrait of John and let’s paint a more accurate picture from the Bible. 

John the Disciple -- LinkedIn.  Six bullets making up his profile. 

• (PPT) John worked with his father in the family fishing business. Knowing just that is enough to
refute da Vinci’s portrait. Hands that pulled nets heavy with fish into boats night after night would
not have been soft and lily white. John grew up in a fishing town on the north shore of the Sea of
Galilee.

You’ll remember that Jesus recruited John and his brother James right there on the beach. But that was not
the first time they’d met. 

(PPT)
2. Previous to the beach encounter, John had been a disciple of John the Baptist. We don’t know
how long he had followed John the Baptist or even how it happened. But apparently John was a spiritually
hungry man before he met Jesus.  Here is John 1:35.

John 1:35 The next day John (the Baptist) was there again (at the Jordan River) with two of
his disciples 

John is going to tell us that one of the men was Andrew but the other was almost certainly the writer of
the gospel, John. John writes about himself all through his gospel but out of modesty he never identifies
himself – never uses the word “I”. 

Remember the resurrection story in John 20, where two disciples were running to the tomb of Jesus? 
(PPT)

John 20:1-5 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  2 So she came
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!"  3 So Peter
and the other disciple started for the tomb.  4 Both were running, but the other disciple
outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen
lying there but did not go in.

All through his gospel John refuses to spotlight himself, except he couldn’t he couldn’t pass up the chance
to say he was Jesus’ closest friend and he did win the footrace. Back to John the Baptist – in John 1. 

(PPT)
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36 When he (Jn the Baptist) saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!"  37
When the two disciples (Andrew and almost certainly John) heard him say this, they
followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you
want?" They said, "Rabbi" (which means "Teacher"), "where are you staying?"  39
"Come," he replied, "and you will see." So they went and saw where he was staying, and
they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.  

Verse 40 ID’s Andrew.
(PPT)

40 Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and
who had followed Jesus.

In typical fashion John never says who the other disciple was - because it was him.  So when we read in
Matthew, Mark, and Luke about Jesus recruiting his first four disciples it was not a cold call. They had
met Jesus down near Jerusalem and had likely already indicated an interest in following him. It was very
common in that day for men to attach themselves to a rabbi, following him around and learning from him. 

Now here’s a third bullet in John’s LinkedIn profile.

• From a wealthy family – at least by 1st century Galilee standards. We get our first clue in the
account of Jesus calling John to follow him.  Here’s Mark 1. 

(PPT)
Mark 1:16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and
I will send you out to fish for people." 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 19
When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a
boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.

That little mention of the hired men tells us John’s family was much better off than most Galileans. Most
people living around the Sea of Galilee fished for subsistence. Zebedee had his sons working for him as
well as other employees. It was a business and apparently quite a good one because 

(PPT)
• John’s family was well-connected socially and politically down in Jerusalem. We deduce that

from a couple different incidents. 

First, there was the time John’s mother went to Jesus asking for a special favors for her two sons who
were following Jesus? Remember that?

(PPT)
Matthew 20:20 The mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling
down, asked a favor of him. 21 "What is it you want?" he asked. She said, "Grant that one
of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom."

To us that sounds like a very odd request – even offensive. It feels like an end run, a political move by a
pushy mother. It did upset the other disciples. 
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(PPT)
Matthew 20:24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.

But it may not have been as shocking as it appears to us. We’ll see in the next story (so take my word for
it for now) John’s family ran in circles where favors were commonplace. We have the same thing in our
society. 

During the Vietnam war why did the sons of wealthy politicians so rarely end up in Vietnam? How is it
that George W. Bush, got into Yale? He pulled a 2.35 GPA and that got him into Harvard Business
School? Robert Putnam a professor at Harvard and recipient of a Humanities Medal from President
Obama, said, 

(PPT)
“Now, your family income matters more than your own abilities in terms of whether you
complete college. Smart poor kids are less likely to graduate from college now than dumb
rich kids. That's not because of the schools, that's because of all the advantages that are
available to rich kids.”

Big donors in political campaigns get cabinet or ambassador appointments and the children of powerful
people get special favors. It’s always been that way. 

John’s mother did what was normal in their culture and social strata. It surprised noone when members of
the upper class asked for special favors. That’s what John’s mother was doing. 

We get a little more insight into John’s family near the end of Jesus’ life. When Jesus was arrested John
and Peter were the only two disciples who didn't run away. They followed as temple guards took Jesus in
the middle of the night to the home of Caiaphas the high priest. Caiaphas had been in on the whole plot to
kill Jesus so it’s not like they got him out of bed. He had likely been waiting for the group to arrive. John
wrote about that night in John chapter 18. 

(PPT)
John 18:15 Simon Peter and another disciple (again this is self-effacing John not identifying
himself). He could have written it this way. “Simon Peter and I were following Jesus.
Because I was known to the high priest, I went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, 

Did you catch that? It says John was known to the high priest? How did the top political figure in the land
know a fisherman disciple of Jesus? John’s family was known in the circles of Jerusalem’s elite. And their
reputation was good. The high priest showed favor to John, even though he was one of Jesus’ disciples.
John was admitted into the courtyard but verse 16 says

(PPT)
16 but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high
priest, (that’s John again. He could have written, “Then because I was known to the high
priest), I came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and I brought Peter in.

John went to whoever was in charge and said, “Hey, I’m John, son of Zebedee from up around Bethsaida.
That burly guy with the Galilean accent out there? He’s with me. Let him in." So they did. 

We get one more hint about the affluence of John’s family at Jesus’ crucifixion.  Here’s John 19:25.
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(PPT)
John 19:25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom
he loved standing nearby, he said to her, "Woman, here is your son,"  27 and to the disciple,
"Here is your mother." From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.

Jesus knew John had the means to provide for his mother. But it turns out John’s mother was also in
Jerusalem (maybe for Passover) and Mark’s gospel tells us she was part of the group of women who went
to Jesus’ tomb early Sunday morning. The reason they went was Jesus was hurriedly buried Friday
afternoon and apparently he had not been prepared for burial according to custom – or at least they way
they wanted. 

Expensive myrrh and aloes – some dry spices, ointments, and perfumes –  were used to prepare a body for
burial.  Joseph of Aramithea went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body Friday afternoon. Here’s Luke 23.

Luke 23:52  Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen
cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid.  54 It was
Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin.  55 The women who had come with Jesus
from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it.  56 Then they
went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the
commandment. Luke 24:1 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women
took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.

They typically used 75 to 100 pounds of spices – and they were very expensive to buy. Who bought them?
Most likely John’s mother. No problem for her to buy a hundred pounds of the very expensive ointment
and spices.

(PPT)
So that’s John’s family. What about John himself? What do we know?

• Strong personality – one of two “Sons of Thunder.” That was the nickname Jesus gave James and
John. They were both used to having influence and being in control. They were the ones who
wanted to call down fire to incinerate the Samaritans who refused Jesus food and lodging. They
weren’t used to being turned down. Again, says something about their upbringing and the status of
their family.

John was a mover and shaker, an imposing and very capable person – a problem solver. We don’t have
any writings from John the young disciple.  John didn’t write his gospel until the late 90's AD – nearly
seven decades after Jesus’ death. The three letters he wrote (1, 2, 3 John) were also penned in the late 90's. 

So it’s a softer and more seasoned John that we hear saying, "for God so loved the world," and in 1 John,
"Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God – this is Great Grandpa John talking, not
John the young disciple of Jesus. 

John mellowed considerably. That’s encouraging to realize, isn’t it? Old dogs can not only learn new
tricks, they can become much nicer. 

(PPT)
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• Rounding out Jesus LinkedIn profile is the fact that John was part of Jesus “inner circle” of
disciples. 

All through the four gospels we see Peter, James and John.
(PPT)

Peter, James and John were at
• the Transfiguration 
• with Jesus on the Mt. of Olives when He foretold the destruction of Jerusalem (Mark 13). 
• Jesus sent them to prepare the Passover meal. .
• At that meal John sat next to Jesus. He the one who asked Jesus who would betray him
• At the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus left the other disciples behind when he took Peter, James and

John with him a bit further.

So that’s the author of the Gospel of John. 

(PPT)
Why another gospel? 

Withe the life of Christ so well documented in the three synoptic gospels, why did John go through all the
trouble of research and writing another – in his old age. 

There actually is no ambiguity as to why John wrote his gospel. He tells us why he wrote it at the very end
of the gospel.  It’s right after he acknowledges the fact that he has left out a lot. John chapter 20, verse 30. 

(PPT)
John 20:30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book.  31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

John wasn’t compelled to duplicate what people already knew about Jesus. Matthew, Mark, and Luke had
done a good job and their accounts were well-circulated. John assumed his readers were already familiar
with the life of Jesus. 

But the world in the late 90's AD was very different from forty years earlier. No one could have predicted
(other than Jesus - and he did predict it) that Jerusalem would be destroyed and the Jewish people once
again completely scattered by the end of the first century. 

In the synoptic gospels you can feel tension between the Roman government and Jewish leaders. Well it
got worse. 

(PPT)
In the mid 60's the emperor Nero appointed a man named Gessuis Florus as procurator, the Roman
governor, of Judea. Like the Herods before him, Florus hated the Jews.  

(PPT)
He thought nothing of seizing silver from the temple to pay taxes required by Rome. 

(PPT)
When the Jews protested, he responded by massacring 3,600 people in Jerusalem. 

(PPT)
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This ignited an all out rebellion in which thousands of Roman troops were killed. Rome first sent twenty
thousand soldiers, who tried but failed to subdue Jerusalem. 

(PPT)
Emperor Nero then dispatched Vespasian, is top general, to quell the rebellion. But just about the time
Vespasian had his troops in place around Jerusalem, 

(PPT)
Nero committed suicide and in the power struggle that followed, Vespasian returned to Rome, where he
became emperor. There were actually four emperors in the year following Nero’s death.  Vespasian was
the fourth. 

(PPT)
One of Vespasian’s first acts was appointing his son Titus to finish the Jewish War. Titus laid seige to
Jerusalem, isolating it from the rest of the nation. As his siege wore on, people inside the walls began
dying from starvation and disease. Even the high priest’s wife, who once lived luxouriously scavenged for
food in the streets.

(PPT)
In 70 AD Titus’s troops breached Jerusalem's walls. Titus wanted to preserve the temple and convert it
into a sanctuary for Roman gods, but his soldiers were so angry by the time they fought their way to the
temple that they burned. 97,000 Jews were sold as slaves and several thousand were forced to become
gladiators who died entertaining Roman crowds.

(PPT)
When the Jews revolted many of the Christians still living in Jerusalem fled to Jordan and the ones who
remained in Jerusalem refused to support the Jewish revolt. This, of course, drove the wedge between
Jewish authorities and Christians even deeper. After 70 A.D. Christ-followers were not permitted at all in
Jewish synagogues – anywhere. 

So the churches planted after 70 AD were almost exclusively Gentiles, who had no stake in the nation of
Israel. 

(PPT)
The apostle John saw the need to connect Gentile believers to God-man Jesus. John was Jewish but his
gospel emphasizes that Christ came to save all people. 

Matthew was written to Jewish people. Matthew quotes Jesus using the word "kingdom" 47 times.
Kingdom appears 18 times in Mark, and 37 times in Luke. John mentions it only 5 times because
“kingdom” was not at all a concern to most Gentiles. Israel as a nation was gone. Done. 

(PPT)
The second major reason John wrote his gospel was he wanted to 
3. Proving from Jesus’ own words that he was fully God. 

Jesus is quoted as using the pronoun "I" only 17 times in Matthew, 9 times in Mark, 10 times in Luke --
but 118 times in John. For John, Jesus’ divinity was far more significant than his ethnicity. John wanted to
make it crystal clear that the man Jesus was fully God.

Jesus is the divine Word (or Logos) -- the pre-existent Son who is One with God (John 10:30). 
(PPT)

C. John focuses on individual responses to Christ. Salvation is said to be “from the Jews (4:22), but
available to everyone. 
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