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Presenting the Logos
John 1:1-34

Last week we introduced the Gospel of John but we spent most of the time talking about the
author so I want to return to the beginning again. The first 18 verses of John are an introduction
or Prologue. Most Bible scholars believe they were originally lyrics of an early Christian hymn,
which John imported.   The Prologue breaks down into three parts: 

1. The power of the Word verses 1-3 
2. The power of his Light 4-13, and 
3. The power of God’s Grace 14-18

It’s after the Prologue that John begins his account of Jesus’ life and ministry. He starts with the
story of John the Baptist and we’ll cover that today as well.  Turn in your Bibles to the Gospel of
John chapter 1 and verse 1. 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.

Pastor Kent Hughes calls this "The most compact and pulsating theological statement in all of
Scripture."

With his first three words, “In the beginning” John refers us back to the opening verse of the
Bible. “In the beginning God...”  Matthew, Mark, and Luke begin their gospels with the human
life of Christ. John goes to creation and eternity past with “in the beginning was the Word.
You’ve probably heard the Greek word “logos.” Logos is “logic.” Logic was huge in Greek
philosophy. Logos is communication intended to convince. 

In the beginning God put in motion a plan to communicate his plan to reveal and glorify himself
in a love relationship with humans. Central to that communication was The Word, The
embodiment of Logic, Jesus Christ. Without the Logos God’s interaction with humans would
have ended when Adam and Eve sinned. 

In this first statement John uses the Greek imperfect tense. Literally the verse says, "In the
beginning was continuing the Word, and the Word was continuing with God and the Word was
continually God." 

Someone put it, "Jesus always was wasing!" He always was continuing. No beginning, no end.
Verse 2 says, 

Copyright 2018 Cornerstone, Gresham, OR. You may freely copy and distribute this message provided that you do not change the wording, charge a fee, or publish it,
without permission. 



John 1:2 (The Logos) was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were
made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

The first week I was in Alaska last month I could step out of the cabin at night to watch the
northern lights and see the stars with no light pollution to wash them out.  The deep night sky
captivates me. 

Scientists estimate that someone with perfect eyesight visiting both Northern and Southern
Hemispheres in winter, with no moon, might count 9,000 stars. Sure looks like more than that to
me. With a good pair of binoculars, the number of viewable stars jumps to about 200,000. 

A relatively inexpensive telescope will let you see up to 15 million stars. But even that is just the
beginning. For a long time scientists believed there were about 100 billion galaxies, each with an
average of 100 million stars. The original Hubble with its flawed mirror doubled the number of
galaxies to 200 billion. 

Then the new mirror on Hubble increased the number of galaxies to 2 trillion. Two trillion
galaxies, each with 100 million stars. I read a science journal article a few weeks ago that said 2
trillion is probably too low. Now astronomers estimate the number of stars as 5-10x greater than
all the grains of sand on all the beaches of planet earth.  

Think that’s mind boggling? Let me tell you something that will totally blow your mind! The
number of stars is roughly equivalent to the number of molecules in 10 drops of water.  Whether
you're gazing into a clear night sky or taking a sip of water, be awestruck at the greatness of
Christ’s power. The Logos created all of it from macrocosm to microcosm – and he keeps it
running.

In verse 4, the metaphor shifts from the Word to the Light. 

John 1:4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

Verses 6 introduces John the Baptist, who was a welcome messenger from God after 400 years of
silence.  

John 1:6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light (Jesus), so that through him all might believe.
8 He (John) himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  9 The
true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.

Light is a common metaphor in scripture. The Bible says people naturally prefer darkness
because their deeds are evil. Most crime takes place in darkness. Jesus said, “I am the light of the
world and he continually illuminates every corner of our lives through the work of the Holy
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Spirit. Sadly, both in the first century and today the majority of people reject the light. Verse 10

John 1:10 He was in the world, and (ironically) though the world was made through
him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own (his
own people, Jewish people), but his own (people rejected) him.

Just as absurd is the fact that God didn’t also walk away at that point. It was always God’s plan
to offer salvation to both Jews and Gentiles – but plan A was to do it through the Jewish nation.
Many of you memorized John 1:12.

John 1:12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God --13 children born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.

I love verse 14.

John 1:14 The (eternal) Word (the Logos– God’s communication) became flesh (The
Logos came and made his dwelling (literally he "tabernacled") among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth.

In the person of Jesus, God pitched his tent in humanity. It was the ultimate Grace. And by the
way, Jesus was not half man, half God. He was fully God and fully man. If you want to impress
someone you can say you believe in the “Hypostatic Union.” That’s the theological term. Google
it if you want to read about it. Christ did not lose his divinity when the Word became flesh. 

There is a false teaching that has come out of Redding, California in recent years that Jesus was
not God while he was on earth. The teaching says Jesus was a human, who proved it is possible
to live sinlessly and do miracles, not because he was God, but because he lived in total
submission to the Father and in dependence on the Spirit.

Because the man, Jesus, did this, the teaching goes, any Christian can do anything and everything
Jesus did – healing people, raising the dead and even more. To believe that Jesus was just a man
you would need to tear the whole gospel of John out of your Bible. God took on flesh and while
he sometimes limited the use of his divine attributes and powers, Jesus was never less than fully
God and fully human. 

Many cults trip up on the two natures of Christ.  The Jehovah's Witnesses focus on Jesus'
humanity and ignore His divinity.  On the other hand, Christian Scientists emphasize his divinity
while denying His true humanity. Jesus is one person with two natures.  

That is how He could grow in wisdom and stature  – Jesus backed up to the growth chart on the
wall like every other kid and yet know all things as John 21 says.  The Divine Word of God
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became flesh. Hebrews 1 says, 

Heb 1:3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.

The prologue hymn concludes in verses 16-18.
 

John 1:16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already
given. (God give us more than we could ever dream of.)  17 For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  18 No one has ever
seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship
with the Father, has made him known.

The music finishes and in verse 19 John the aged disciple of Jesus opens his account of Jesus’
life – but he starts it with John the Baptist, not Jesus. 

John 1:19 Now this was (John the Baptist’s) John's testimony when the Jewish
leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was.

Let’s back up for just a moment. Who was John the Baptist? Where did he come from? 

The last book of the Old Testament, Malachi, was written about 400 BC. From Malachi to John
there had been no prophets, no word from the Lord. Those 400 years represented spiritual decline
– lukewarmness – in Israel. Spiritual leadership was politicized (this is when Pharisees got
powerful) and there were less and less people serious about following God. 

John the Baptist’s parents, Zechariah and Elizabeth, were notable exceptions. They were devout
in their faith despite the personal disappointment having advanced into old age without having
any children.   Zechariah & Elizabeth had no idea why they couldn’t have children – and as far as
we know God never tells them. Ten, twenty, thirty years of marriage, nothing. But they refused to
become bitter. They believed God must have a reason. 

Many of you know what that’s like. It’s one thing to face disappointment, another to do so when
you know God could easily change the situation. He doesn’t act he doesn’t say why.

 
Now Zechariah was a priest (one of about 17,000 designated priests at that time) and one day
Zechariah was chosen by lot to offer incense in the Holy Place of the temple. This was huge.
Offering the incense was a once in a lifetime opportunity. Most regular priests never got the
chance. 

As Zechariah stood alone in the Holy Place. Suddenly an angel startled him. Luke says,

Luke 1:12 When Zechariah saw (the angel), he was startled and was gripped with
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fear. 

He must have wondered, "Does this happen to everyone who burns incense? The other priests
didn't tell me anything about an angel!"  Then the angel delivers this message

Luke 1:13  Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear
you a son, and you are to give him the name John.

“Hold it. Did you...did you say Liz is going to have a baby? A boy?” Before Zechariah can wrap
his mind around the new, the angel tells him what the boy will be like and what he’ll do. 

Luke 1:14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his
birth,  15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. 16 Many of the people of
Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 

Wouldn’t that be something? First to hear you were going to have a child when you and your
wife had long since given up and then to hear God has amazing plans for your child.

When the angel told Zechariah all this Zechariah was very understandably skeptical. He knows
biology. He asked the angel in verse 18 – 

Luke 1:18 "How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in
years."  19 The angel answered, "(You’re talking to) Gabriel. I stand in the
presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good
news.”

“Don’t doubt me. I’m the top angel and I’m answering your prayer.”

Have you ever prayed for something for such a long time that the answer starts feeling unreal?
You pray for the salvation of a spouse, or a child, or parents for years and years, and when it
doesn’t happen you can start disbelieving. 

My guess is it’s been years since Zechariah prayed for a child. Quit praying that prayer long ago.
He was standing in the Holy Place praying for the salvation of Israel, praying that God would
send the Messiah. What he didn't know was that God would answer both prayers at once.
Through an over-the-hill couple God produced a voice that would shout in the wilderness, “Here
comes the Lord.” 

Zechariah and Elizabeth’s child grew up and started his ministry by taking on the garb and
lifestyle of a prophet – camelhair clothing, eating wild honey and garlic-seasoned grasshoppers.
He lived outdoors and preached to whoever would listen.  At first few people paid attention to
him. He was just one more weirdo-guy preaching to passers by in the wilderness. 
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But there was something unique about John the Baptist.  What he said worked. He told people to
repent and confess their sin to God. When they did that they changed. So they told their friends.
The crowds grew to the point where people were asking religious leaders in Jerusalem about him.
So those leaders sent a delegation to check him out.  John 1:19 in the New Living Translation
says.

 
John 1:19 This was John's testimony when the Jewish leaders sent priests and
Temple assistants from Jerusalem to ask John, "Who are you?" 20 He came right
out and said, "I am not the Messiah."

John knew the rumors. He knew people were whispering about whether he might be the Messiah.
Others in recent years had claimed to be Messiah but they weren’t. The subject of a deliverer
who could expel the Romans and reinstate the monarchy was constantly on the minds of Jews
because everybody hated the Romans.

Think about what John the Baptist experienced (he got the tag Baptist because he baptized
people). If ever there was an opportunity for someone to exalt themselves, it was here and now
for John the Baptist. 

Appointed by God, filled with the Holy Spirit from before his birth. John saw his numbers
increasing. To a lot of ministry leaders numbers are everything. How many people? How many
seats in the auditorium, how big a campus, how large a budget, how many on staff? When
numbers trend upward there is a huge temptation for men and women in ministry to take personal
credit. 

Where would worship, or Sunday School, or he Youth Group or the Bible study group – where
would they be without me? Not John the Baptist. “Are you the Messiah?”

“No, I’m not.” He didn’t even want to consider the question. “Of course I’m not.” verse 21

 John 1:21 They asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" 

That was a reasonable question. John the Baptist dressed and ate like Elijah and the ancient
scriptures predicted that a new prophet like Elijah would come. Are you Elijah?

He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" He answered, "No."  22 Finally they
said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do
you say about yourself?"  23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, "I am
the voice (not the Word, the Logos) he was just the voice of one calling in the
wilderness, 'Make straight the way for the Lord.'" 

“I’m clearing a road for Messiah to walk on.” John did not want the spotlight. It was his to take.
No way!
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Arturo Toscanini was considered by many to be the greatest conductor of the twentieth century.
Intense and driven by perfectionism, Toscanini frequently insisted that his orchestras play the
music exactly as written, a highly unusual practice when he started his career. 

After one brilliant performance where he had conducted Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, the
audience was going wild clapping, whistling, and stomping their feet. Toscanini bowed and
bowed and, and then deflected the applause to his orchestra. As the ovation began to subside,
Toscanini turned to his musicians. Trembling with emotion he said in a forceful whisper,
“Gentlemen, you are nothing but Beethoven is everything, everything, everything!” 

That was John the Baptist – and should be you and me. “You are nothing! I am nothing. Christ,
the Logos, the Light, our Salvation and our Chief Shepherd, Christ is everything.”

When Christ uses you – and you know it remember Christ is everything. You gave advice that
really helped a friend, your encouragement lifted someone up, your carpentry skills met a huge
need the meal you provided changed their outlook, the money you gave saved the day, the lesson
you taught changed someone’s life – 

When the Lord uses you and you know it, just say “thank you Lord for using an ordinary person
for your glory.” Verse 24, John 1.

John 1:24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent  25 questioned him, "Why then do
you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?"  26 "I baptize
with water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not know.  27 He is
the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie." 

John 1:28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, (there’s
another Bethany near Jerusalem. This Bethany is) where John was baptizing.  29 The
next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world! 

The idea of a sacrificial lamb was programmed into the minds of every Jewish child. When John
said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,” listeners minds went back
to Abraham climbing Mount Moriah with his son. They carried burning coals and wood for the
offering but no lamb. When Isaac asked his father about it Abraham replied, “God himself will
provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” 

And God did – on Mt. Moriah and on Mt. Calvary. John the Baptist said, “The man approaching
me will be God’s lamb - the sacrifice for sin.”  Verse 30.

 John 1:30 This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has
surpassed me because he was before me.'  31 I myself did not know him, but the
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reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel."

John 1:32 Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven
as a dove and remain on him.  33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who
sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come
down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.'  34 I have seen
and I testify that this is God's Chosen One."

And with that John steps off the public stage – so much so that next week we’ll see John tell his
closest, most dedicated followers to stop following him and start following Jesus. 

Earlier I mentioned how easy it is for those who have experienced success in ministry to become
prideful. But self-centeredness and pride are pitfalls for everyone. Satan says to Eve, “Hey,
wouldn’t you like to be like God – knowing good and evil? Just try it.” 

Augustine, Aquinas, Calvin and Luther all taught that pride was the root sin. It was the sin that
got Satan thrown out of heaven.  CS Lewis said pride is the devil’s most effective and destructive
tool.

“The essential vice, the utmost evil, is Pride. Unchastity, anger, greed, drunkenness, and
all that, are mere flea bites in comparison: it was through Pride that the devil became the
devil: Pride leads to every other vice: it is the complete anti-God state of mind… It is
Pride which has been the chief cause of misery in every nation and every family since the
world began.”

Proverbs 29:23 Pride ends in humiliation, while humility brings honor.  Phil 2 says Jesus emptied
himself. 

Philippians 2:7-8
He gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human
being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a
criminal’s death on a cross.

He is our example. 
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