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The Ultimate Life-Lock
John 10:22-32

I doubt there’s anyone here carrying a credit card who hasn’t had their card replaced at least once
because of fraud.  It’s frustrating to have to change all the automatic payments, isn’t it? But that’s
the world we live in. If the data breach is serious enough and embarrassing enough for the
company, they’ll offer free credit report monitoring for a year or two. Target got compromised a
while back. We got free monitoring. So did Home Depot. One company offered us LifeLock –
for free. They are scam-sniffing rottweileriller that never sleeps, watching out not just for credit
card fraud but spyware and ransomware. 

At one point we had three different providers sending us monthly assurances that we could lay
our heads on our pillows without any concerns for our personal data. 

I want LifeLock to expand their services. 

• 24 hour child monitoring, grandchild monitoring – no worries about cuts and scrapes and
bad friends anymore.

• I want accident protection for my loved ones. Allstate offers accident forgiveness. Well
so what! I don’t want forgiveness, I want protection. I want LifeLock for my truck. 

• LifeLock for your health. That’s what you need. Dementia protection for your brain, you
want a cancer shield. 

• How about LifeLock for hamsters – keep them from escaping or dying after just two
weeks. LifeLock for cats and dogs so they don’t run away.

• Relax. LifeLock’s got you.

As we open the gospel of John this morning, we’ll hear Jesus talking about an Ultimate Life-
Lock – having bedrock assurance that your standing before God is secure. Over the years I’ve
found that many people live with a nagging sense of unworthiness and insecurity. They wonder
if, when they die, they will be a “sinner in the hands of an angry God?” Or will they squeak by
the pearly gates?

In John chapter 10 Jesus says your standing before God does not depend on your strength, or
your goodness, or your consistency, or your hand grip, or even how much you know about Bible.
Using shepherd and sheep language Jesus will say that your eternal security is not based on your
performance but on His ability to keep his own. 

Last Sunday Jay took us through the first 21 verses of John 10, where Jesus calls himself the
Good Shepherd. If you missed that message you can still pick it up on our website. Jay talked
about the Good Shepherd protecting his sheep, providing for them, caring for them, even to the
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point of laying down his life for the sheep. Think about that. It makes no sense for a shepherd to
die to save a sheep – does it? I remember my dad telling me when I was a teenage driver – don’t
swerve for a dog. Now I love my dog but human life is more important than a dog’s life. Yet
Jesus said that as the Good Shepherd he would swerve for a sheep. He would die for sheep. His
listeners responded two ways. 

Some believed Jesus just might be the Messiah predicted by the Jewish scriptures but they were
confused.  Messiah can’t die? No way! He would be invincible. Messiah would restore Israel to
the glory it enjoyed under King David. Messiah would toss out the Romans and bring freedom
and prosperity. Good shepherd leading the nation? Yes. Lay down his life. Hard to imagine how
that could be good.  

Others were just plain angry. To them Jesus was a fraud, a threat that needed to be neutralized
one way or the other. 

So whether a listener was in the confused or incensed group, the Good Shepherd metaphor did
not provide the sense of well-being that it does to us. We connect John 10 to Psalm 23. Quiet
pastures, bubbling mountain streams. David using his sling to protect his flock. Not the people
listening to Jesus. John 10:19

John 10:19 The Jews (whenever John says “the Jews” there are Pharisees present) The
Jews who heard these words were again divided.  20 Many of them said, "He is
demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?" 21 But others said, "These
are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of
the blind?"

John leaves the question dangling as he moves the narrative forward. The controversy and
tension over Jesus’ identity continued.  Verse 22. 

 John 10:22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem.

What is that? Unlike the Passover Festival and the Feast of Tabernacles, the Feast of Dedication
is never mentioned anywhere in OT. The reason is it didn’t exist until 165 BC. 

The Festival of Dedication was different from the other feasts in that it did not require a trip to
Jerusalem.  Jews celebrated this feast in their own homes – wherever they lived.  Parents would
sit children down and tell a story recorded in the Jewish book of Maccabees and other Jewish
writings.   

The Old Testament ends about 400 BC.  Roughly seventy years later a Greek general by the name
of Alexander the Great subdued Egypt and swept up through Palestine – Israel offered no
resistance – on his way to Babylon and then India. Returning to Babylon after the India
campaign, Alexander attended a dinner given by a close friend May 29, 323 BC.
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He left the dinner complaining about not feeling well and he died ten days later, at just 32 years
old. Historians have long debated what killed him. He probably wasn’t poisoned and while he
was a hard drinker, that wasn’t the cause either. He had a high fever so most likely it was malaria
or typhoid fever.

After his death, Alexander’s Empire was divided between his generals and the land of Israel
eventually ended up in the hands of a cruel madman by the name of Antiochus Ephipanes IV. 
Antiochus hated the Jews. He banned the Jewish scriptures, banned Sabbath observance, and
forbade worship of non-Greek gods. He desecrated the Jerusalem temple by sacrificing a pig on
the altar and he built an even larger altar to Zeus. You can imagine the dark desperation that
settled over Israel. 

Jewish people hated Antiochus but resistance came at a high price. He tried for force a 90-year
old Rabbi named  Eliezer to eat pork. The rabbi refused and they killed him. Any public dissent
was immediately silenced. (Not unlike, by the way, what’s going on in China, North Korea and
Sudan today. Intense persecution and repression. Don’t be deceived by a smiling Chinese
president.) 

But in ancient times and today no matter how dark or hopeless a situation may appear, God has at
his disposal an infinite number of options. Antiochus thought he could eradicate faith in God, but
he was wrong. 

In one backwoods town lived a Jewish priest named Mattathias. He led the local synagogue and
prayed day and night for God to deliver Israel from Antiochus. One day government
representatives came to town. The officials announced that all residents were required to attend a
sacrifice to a pagan god in the town square. 

Mattathias attended – but he carried with him a concealed weapon – a dagger -- under his coat.
When everyone was assembled, the official in charge asked for a volunteer to make the pagan
sacrifice.  A man stepped forward. Actually, two men went forward. Mattathias was the second
man and when he got the front he killed the traitor in front of everyone. 

He was able to escape, retreating to the high country with his five sons who then carried out raids
on the Greek army. Mattathias did not live to see Israel delivered but his second son, 

Judas picked up where his father left off. He was a passionate follower of God and a brilliant
military strategist. In a series of battles using guerilla warfare tactics, Judas Maccabee and his
men defeated a much better armed Greek army, though often outnumbered a hundred to one.  

 
They fought their way into Jerusalem and December 25,165 BC – three years to the day after
Antiochus sacrificed the pig, Judas and his men entered what was once their ornate temple. It
was filthy and littered with idols. They demolised the Zeus altar and built a new one for a
rededication ceremony. 
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At this point the story takes a fascinating twist. The Jewish Talmud says that Judas and his men
rummaged through the trash heaps looking for olive oil to fill a menorah lamp for the ceremony. 

Specifically, they were looking for oil that still had the high priest’s seal on it (meaning it had not
been opened and defiled by the Greeks). They found just one jug, perhaps enough to last one day.
They poured the oil into the menorah, lit the wicks and rededicated the temple to the Living God.
They expected the lamp stand to be out by morning, but it continued to burn. In fact, the Talmud
says the lamp burned for eight days. 

 That event is what Jews celebrate every year at Hanukkah, also called the Festival of Lights or
the Festival of Dedication. With that background, John 10:22 will make more sense so let’s go
back there.  

John 10:22 Then came the Festival of Dedication (Hanukkah) at Jerusalem. It was
winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon's Colonnade.

It was an area of the temple favored in winter months because it was sheltered from chilly winds.
You have to wonder if John added “it was winter” as a commentary on the spiritual climate as
well as the season.  A crowd, including some Pharisees soon gathered around Jesus. Verse 24. 

John 10:24  The Jews who were there gathered around him (they “closed in on
him.”), saying, "How long will you keep us in suspense? (Lit. “How long will you hold
up our soul?” “How long are you going to keep annoying us?” Their question was
hostile.)  If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly."

The Pharisees had a plan. They were not really seeking clarity or truth, rather, they wanted to
Jesus to say something inflammatory on the record. Up to this point Jesus had not made overt
public statements about his messiahship.  He’d done so in private conversations – with the
Samaritan woman and the man born blind. He said to them, “I’m the guy. Messiah. You’re
looking at him.” 

But in public Jesus used only word pictures like the I am the Light of the World. I am the Good
Shepherd, I am the Door – and he pointed to his miracles as evidence of who he was.  Jesus did
this because he knew if he said, “I am the Messiah,” I am the Deliverer you’ve been waiting for
he would not only incur the wrath of Jewish leaders but also the Romans. 

Roman emperors were paranoid about threats to their rule – especially in outlying territories.
They always had their bloodhounds sniffing for anyone who might organize resistance.  So the
Pharisees were baiting Jesus. “Come on, Just say who you are.” Jesus answered in verse 25.

 
John 10:25 "I (told) you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father's
name (my miracles) testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not
my sheep.
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And then he lists four characteristics of his followers, his sheep: 

#1  His sheep respond to his voice. First sentence of v. 27.

 John 10:27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them,

The shepherd knows us. We know Him. This is where Christianity is very different from other
world religions. The object of Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confusionism is to try to appease
Allah– or the gods – to keep them from messing with your life. Christianity is the only religion
where God initiates relationships. He reaches down to humans. Jesus says, “I know you. I have a
relationship with you. I created you. I know you in ways you don’t know yourself.” The second
characteristic is a result of that relationship. 

#2 His sheep follow him. 

John 10:27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.

Christianity is not a one-and-done event. You don’t go through an initiation and then get
inducted into the club. It’s a journey. We follow our Good Shepherd through a winding path –
often a zigzag course. Because we believe he has our best in mind. We follow him. 

#3 is the first part of verse 28, 

#3 His sheep receive the gift of eternal life. 

We don’t deserve it. We can’t earn it. It’s a gift.  

I brought a couple show-n-tell gifts with me this morning. One is black, one is white. These
timber wolves hang in my den. Some of you might be offended I would even have the skins of
Timber wolves, much less bring them to church. You are entitled to your opinion – but I will tell
you these are not trophies. I didn’t kill either of them. Where I grew up and where we raised our
children the gift of a wolf  is the deepest possible public expression of love and friendship. I
don’t deserve either of these – so these wolves say much more about the givers than me. 

Which is exactly how it is with Christ. He said, “I give them eternal life.” He grants you eternal
life – a gift you don’t deserve –  based on who He is and because of what He did on the cross,
taking on himself the penalty for sin. All we do is acknowledge that He is LORD. He died for us
and we get the gift of eternal life. And the fourth characteristic Jesus lists is the LifeLock. 

#4  His sheep are 100% secure. 

His sheep listen to his voice. He knows his sheep. 
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His sheep follow him because we know there’s no better way 
His sheep get the gift of eternal life. 

It’s the Ultimate LifeLock. Middle of verse 28. 

John 10:28 they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of
my Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one."

Our eternal safety, our security does not depend on our grip on him, but his hold on us. Jesus
said, “No one can snatch them out of my hand.” Verse 29 No one can snatch them out of my
Father’s hand.” So when you become a follower of the Good Shepherd he wraps His hand around
you and the Father’s hand is wrapped around His. Now that’s a LifeLock! 

The doctrine is called “eternal security” or “perseverance of the saints” and it pays dividends
every day. Your LifeLock does not depend on how you feel. When you say, “Lord, I receive you
and I’ll follow you,” you are not just an adherent to a religion. You literally become Christ’s
possession. You may flounder at times, you may disappoint yourself, you may let others down
but Jesus still says, “You are mine!” 

Some of you grew up in churches that taught that every time you sin you lose your salvation. You
have to confess, repent – maybe in front of the church – and get resaved. If that is true then
your salvation depends on you. Good luck with that and good luck timing your death to a rare
moment when you happen to have no unconfessed sin.

Heaven would be sparsely populated if that was true. Not only that but Jesus would have to die
millions of times. Every time you sin, Jesus would need to die again because his first death
wasn’t adequate to cover all your sin. Jesus’ disciple Peter was well acquainted with messing up.
He wrote,

1 Peter 3:18 Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he
died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. (LifeLock)

The New Testament book of Hebrews contrasts the work Christ with the Old Testament
sacrificial system. Under the Law of Moses followers could never bring enough sacrifices to the
priest to erase their sin. The writer of Hebrews calls Jesus our High Priest. 

Hebrews 7:26 Such a high priest truly meets our need-- one who is holy, blameless,
pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high
priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and
then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he
offered himself.
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Hebrews 10:10 We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all. 11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious
duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away
sins. 12 But when this priest (the Good Shepherd) had offered for all time one
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God,

Jesus last words on the cross add the exclamation point. “It is finished.” Not “I offer you grace
and forgiveness as long as you perform to my standards.” Not “this will cover you until you sin
again.” He said it’s a done deal. You’re safe. You’re mine.” 

I know the arguments of those who say you can lose your salvation. Faith without works is dead,
and if you preach eternal security you’re just inviting people to recite a prayer and then live
however they please. Really? 

Do you think that’s what Jesus was saying here in John 10? 

They hear my voice.
I know them. 
They follow me.

You may start your life with Christ in a moment in time but following is a lifelong process. And
in that process you’ll go forward, you’ll go backward, you’ll fall down, you’ll get up. Sometimes
you’ll produce what the Bible calls “good fruit,” other times there won’t be much fruit. But no
matter what you do as a sheep the Good Shepherd says “Don’t worry. I have a LifeLock on you.
You are mine.” 

Whether you’re a Philadelphia Eagles fan or not you have to admire this man, quarterback
Carson Wentz. A strong follower of Christ, Wenz has had some injury problems on the field but
he’s a strong follower of Jesus Christ.  

In 2017, Wenz started a charitable foundation called AO1 – Audience of ONE. The mission is:
"Uplifting individuals and communities around the world by demonstrating God's love for His
people."  Solid guy. Wenz said of the AO1 tatoo he wears on his right wrist: 

"It was kind of a motto I picked up early in my career, and I finally put it on my body just
to live the Lord as my audience, whether it was playing football, going to school or
whatever I'm doing in my life."

He’s right. There is only one opinion, only one set of instructions, only one standard – and only
one LifeLock – that ultimately matters. It’s the Good Shepherd’s. 

Prayer – 
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You may have come here today feeling not worthy or like you’re the only one with heaviness in
your heart.  You’re not alone. I remember thinking when I was a teenager I must be the worst
Christian in the whole world. God must hate me. But that’s not true. The first two thirds of the
Bible is the story of God’s relationship with the nation of Israel – Abraham’s descendants. It
seemed whenever they weren’t in crisis or threatened by enemies they grew lax spiritually. Yet
God never stopped loving them. 

One of my favorite Bible passages is one from Deuteronomy 32 that pictures God finding his
people in a desert place.  

In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste. He shielded him and
cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye (literally the pupil of his eye –
how carefully do you guard your pupil), like an eagle that stirs up its nest and
hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them (if they step out of the
nest. He) carries them aloft. Deut. 32:10-11

It’s not about the quality of your grip on God but the LORD holding onto you. 
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